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August 2015
Worship at Morningside

August 2, 2015
Baron Mullis preaching
“Manna”
Texts: Ephesians 4:1-16; Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

The sacrament qf communion will be celebrated.

Farewell Fellowship for Mason Copeland

August 9, 2015
Baron Mullis preaching
“Bread of Life”
Texts: Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51

August 16, 2015
Drew Stockstill preaching
“Supper at Wisdom's Place”
Texts: Ephesians 5:15-20; Proverbs 9: 1-6

August 23, 2015
“This I Believe”Sunday
Three Morningside members will share their faith.
Congregational Lunch
RHO Readers Book Sale

August 30, 2015
Baron Mullis preaching
“A Primer on Defiling Oneself”
Text: Mark 7:1-8; 14-23

The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated.
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From Your Pastor

Let’s talk about Change.

First, let’s talk about staff
changes. If you have any

consternation about the staff
changes at the church, remember this rubric I heard
years ago and have tried to live by personally: “Good
employers don’t hold employees back from opportuni-
ties for success.”

So while we’re adjusting to seeing Melinda at the other
end of the building and bidding Mason a fond farewell,
we know that God has exciting things in store for us:
Jonathan Crutchfield is completing a teaching engage-
ment in South Africa and will be with us the first Sunday
in September. Ellen Brown Landers and her team are
diligently searching for our new Director of Children’s
Ministries. Our Human Resources Ministry team is
looking at how best to staff the duties that Melinda will
leave behind now that she’s taken the reins of our pre-

school.

Please pray for all these transitions. That is something
you, as members, can actively do to support your church
as we live into this next season. That, and to show up
for things. Even though we are in something of an “in-
between” season this fall, showing up is still important
because I promise you, when you show up, you’re going
to get something out of it. Sometimes it’s as simple as
renewing a friendship. It might be a new insight into
God and your own life. But the reality that “you get out
of it what you put into it” still carries. So pray for your
church family and show up. That will cover a world of
changes!

Second, let’s talk about communion. Ihave, for years,
been asked by members of the church if we could serve
communion by intinction part of the time. (That’s the
way of serving where you come forward, take bread and
dip it into the cup.) The Session has decided that it is
time for us to give it a try.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

There are several reasons to do it this way from time to
time. One is that it allows the server and the receiver to
share a more personal connection since we are doing more
than passing a tray. As your minister, I'll actually get to
serve you directly rather than through our elders. Anoth-
er is that, with children in worship, it’s important to pro-
vide them with opportunities to move around. It helps
them learn and enables them to be fully included in the
life of the congregation. I’ll have instructions in the bulle-
tin the first Sunday we try it this way, and please know
this: we will always have a means to serve those who are
unable to come forward for any reason. It is vitally im-

portant that when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, every-

one is fed.

So, let’s be open. Let’s be open to where God is leading
our congregation as we seck new staff members. Let’s be
open to the new ministries they will lead us in doing.
Let’s be open to different ways of worshipping.

When we are open, God can do a new thing. And I have
every confidence that as God keeps doing new things here
on Morningside Drive, we will be blessed, and we will be
a blessing to others.

Shalom,

Come Celebrate Mason’s Year
With Morningside Aug. 2

Mason Copeland’s final official Sunday as Morningside’s
organist/ choirmaster will be Aug. 2. We congratulate
this talented young musician on his new position as di-
rector of choral programs at The Westminster Schools.
Come hear his final Sunday with our organ and choir
and say goodbye at a special social hour after worship.
We wish him well and hope he and Elisabeth—whose
cello gifts will also be missed here—come back to visit
often.
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Inside Morningside

MPC, MPP Staff Changes Bring Opportunities Along with Challenges

Everyone knows that Morningside is looking for someone
to fill the new role of Director of Children’s Ministries.
This person will fulfill many of the responsibilities Melinda
Sandkam leaves behind as she moves to direct our pre-
school: supervising Sunday programs along with special
events including Vacation Bible School, Mission Camp, the
Christmas pageant, kids’ activities at our annual retreat and

the like.

Many now ask their friends, our elders and our pastors:
what about all the rest of the things Melinda undertook?
And the answer is—we’re working on it. First, until we
find that special DCM, Melinda will continue to supervise
Sunday-morning activities on a contract basis this month,
so our kids will have continuity in their classes. The other
good news is that our Associate Pastor Drew Stockstill will
follow his deep heart for mission by assuming responsibil-
ity for our service and outreach programs.

Our Strategic Planning Committee, led by Bobbie
McCrackin, will begin an in-depth study of what we need
in the way of staff now, in the mid-range and long-term. In
the meantime, a transition team headed by Carolyn Mor-
ton and Lisa Jern will look at how we will address pro-
grams and events on the horizon (such as Sunday School
Kick-Off, Congregational Nurture activities and the re-
treat), both those that will then go to the DCM and those
that are currently unassigned.

One solution, which should be a no-brainer as MPC grows
from a clergy-driven to a program-driven church, is a far
greater role for our officers, committee chairs, and volun-
teers. For example, each ministry team will take responsi-
bility for keeping its bulletin board up-to-date and attrac-
tive and for assuring a steady flow of information for all
our media, internal and external. All of us are asked to
search our hearts for where God is leading us for the bene-
fit of this church and its people.

August Communion Will Be Served by Intinction

It’s been 12 or 15 years since our congregation has taken
the Lord’s Supper by means of intinction—except at our
annual Maundy Thursday Supper during Holy Week. But
we will return periodically to this ancient practice on occa-
sion, beginning Sunday, Aug. 2. As you may have read in
Baron’s letter on the facing page, there are several reasons
to follow this practice at least some of the time.

The word itself is from the Late Latin word for baptism,
intinctio, made up from the words meaning ‘dip in” or
‘moisten’. At the July Session meeting, Baron trained rul-
ing elders (aka Session members) how to assist our teach-
ing elders (aka our pastors) in serving the bread and cup to
the congregation. There will be instructions in Sunday’s
bulletin, as well as from the pulpit, when we begin.

The process is straightforward: to participate, the congre-
gation will come up the center aisle by rows and step up to
be served. Pull a sizable (so you won’t dabble your fin-
gers) piece of bread from the loaf, dip it in the cup and
circle back to your seat via the side aisle.

Those who are not able to come forward will be served in
their pews. Children who are not communicants may
come forward with their families to receive a blessing.
Those who are familiar with communion served this way

suggest that we may all feel we’ve received an extra bless-

ing.

Morningside Milestones

*  We celebrate our infants: Jacob Taylor Frease, son of Matt and Ame, born June 26, as we welcome to our church family
newly baptized Amelia Millard, daughter of Brad and Amy, July 19, and Finley Watts, daughter of Alex and Kayte, July 26.

*  We also extend our sympathies to Isabel Wilkerson and Nancy and John Hamilton on the death of their partner and son

Brett (respectively), on July 19. His memorial service with reception to follow will be held here at Morningside at 2 p.m.

on Aug. 8.

*  Grins all around—]Jack and Jill Klotz have become grandparents, welcoming granddaughter Chloe Belle Brod. Wonder if

she’ll grow up to join the family in our “Belle” choir?

*  And then there are wedding bells. Martin Dunlap and Grayson Thagard cemented their 13 years together by marrying in

California on July 9.

* Up in the air! Rumor has it that our multi-talented Bonnie Daneker has now received her private-pilot’s license.
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Connect!

Congregational Lunch Spotlights Backpacks, Book Bonanza

You can call it a ‘late breakfast’ or a brunch, but if we

say The Flying Biscuit, you should know you can ex-

pect chicken (and fixin's), biscuits, salad, and shrimp and
cheese grits (could it get any more Southern than that?!) at
our quarterly lunch following worship on Sunday,

Aug. 23.

Not only will you have an opportunity to sign up early (and
get a discount!) for MPC's fall retreat, but we'll also cele-
brate our students with a back-to-school theme. Baron will
share a "Blessing of the Backpack" with the kids, and our
pre-K through fifth graders will enjoy gathering with sack
lunches (which we will help them make) and that they’ll
then consume. We'll have chaperoned games for our
youngsters while parents and others continue to enjoy their
meals AND shop the fifth annual edition of the RHO Read-
ers Book Bonanza.

Fiction, non-fiction, children’s picture and chapter books,
audio books, even classic editions gathered by our co-ed

reading group go on sale for low, low prices and the pro-
ceeds form part of our year-end contribution to boost liter-
acy among immigrant children. Specifically, our readers
support The Global Village School for girls and Clarkston’s
Fugees Academy from both the book sale and a monthly
collection. “Tell your friends!” urges Daisy Ottmann, chair
of the group. “It’s a great way to build your and your chil-
dren’s libraries or just pick up some fun reading at a low
cost while helping others.” The Book Bonanza will contin-
ue through Aug. 30.

To assure we order the right amount of food (with extras
for last-minute attendees) call or email the church office.
We welcome donations of $10 per adult and $5 per child.
Anyone who would like to help host should contact Vickie
Hunter (marshvickhuntcr@comcast.nct) or Lisa Jern

(Lisa.jern(@sutherland.com

Tired of the Heat? Montreat Invites Everyone to Mountain Retreat

What could be more refreshing than a weekend getaway to
the North Carolina mountains at the peak of leaf season?
With your family or good friends, with time to shop for
Christmas gifts or unique crafts or to hike or just to re-
lax—and to benefit from a spiritual tune-up. MPC’s annu-
al retreat to the William Black Lodge at Montreat offers all
this and more.

We’ve reserved the lodge for the weekend of Oct. 16-18.
Accommodations include singles, doubles, triples and the
ability to add a little one or two. There will be child care

and programs for the kids while the grown-ups are in ses-
sions led by The Rev. Paul Roberts, president of Johnson
C. Smith Seminary and our own pastors. The retreat ends
on Sunday with a joyous worship service.

Registration materials with pricing details will be available
at the church and on our website (under the Plan/Special
Events tab). Retreat chair Betsy Holland notes, “We’ll
offer a $25 discount for folks who register before Aug. 23.
Our final deadline is Sept. 20— if we have rooms available
after that, there will be an additional charge for late regis-
tration.”

‘Work, Welcome, Worship’ Events Invite Morningsiders

If you want to roll up your sleeves in service to Our House/ Genesis children and family ministry or to New Church Devel-

opment, we have two opportunities in August. On Aug. 28 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., more than 100 volunteers are needed to

build a playground for the homeless kids served by Our House. Volunteers should come in closed-toe shoes and be prepared
to get dirty, but gloves, goggles, breakfast and lunch will be provided at 173 Boulevard NE, Atlanta 30312.

The second opportunity is Saturday, Aug. 29, to lend a hand to Shalom International Ministry from 1to 5 p.m. MPC will

partner up with five other churches for a work day at Shalom Ministries. Shalom uses the facilities of Memorial Drive Pres-

byterian Church at 5140 Memorial Drive, Stone Mountain. Following the workday, dinner will be served at 5 p.m. fol-

lowed by square dancing.

Shalom is located in Clarkston, which has been called the most diverse square mile in America due to the number of refu-

gees resettled there, resulting in more than 60 spoken languages and more than 145 countries represented within the com-

munity. The vast majority of Shalom’s members are recently arrived refugees and immigrants from Africa who are adjusting

to a new country, a new language, and a new way of life. You can sign up for cither event on the Mission bulletin board or

contact Lloyd Prince (LloydPrince(@comcast.net) or Jack Klotz (jacksklotz@gmaﬂ.com) for more info.




Sun

2

9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation

9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Classes

11 a.m. Worship / Com-
munion

12 noon Fellowship/
Farewell to Mason

Copeland

9

9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation

9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class

11 a.m. Worship

12 noon Fellowship
12:15 p.m. Deacons
5:30 p.m. Meditation
Group

6 p.m. Journey

16
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class
11 a.m. Worship
12 noon Fellowship
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers;
Young Adult Luncheon
4:30 p.m. Middle School
Youth Kick Off
6:30 p.m. Senior High
Youth Kick Off

23

9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation

9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class

11 a.m. Worship / “This I
Believe Sunday”

12 noon Congrcgational
Lunch; RHO Readers
Book Sale

30
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class
11 a.m. Worship
12 noon Fellowship; RHO
Readers Book Sale

Mon

3

9a.m.—1 p.m. Ballet
Camp

7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty

10

7 p.m. Mandolin Society
7:30 p.m. MLPA

17

7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society

24
9 a.m. MPP
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-

ty; Parliamentarians

Auwugust 2075

Tue Wed

4

9a.m.—1 p.m.
Ballet Camp

2:15 p.m. Tai Chi
6 p.m. Wessyngton
Block Party

6:30 p.m. Weight
Watchers

7:30 p.m. MLPA
Zoning

Camp

Choir

11

2:15 p.m. Tai Chi
6:30 p.m. Weight
Watchers

7 p.m. Preschool

Committee

Choir

18
12 noon Preschool &
Church Staff Lunch-
con
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi
6:30 p.m. Weight
Watchers

Choir

25
9 a.m. MPP
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi
6:30 p.m. Weight
Watchers

9 a.m. MPP

31

9 a.m. MPP
7 p.m. Mandolin Society

9a.m.—1 p.m. Ballet | 9a.m.—1 p.m.

7:30 p.m. Chancel

7:30 p.m. Chancel

Thu Fri

5 6 7

9a.m.—1 p.m. Ballet

Ballet Camp Camp

7:30 p.m. Chancel

12 13

12:30 p.m. Poetry
Group

14

19 20 21

12:30 p.m. Thursday = 9 a.m.—12 noon CPR
Theology Training
6:30 p.m. Preschool

Meet and Greet

26 27 28

8 a.m.—3 p.m. Our
House Work day
9 a.m. MPP

9 a.m. MPP
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Sat

1

9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting

8

9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting
2 p.m. Brett Hamilton Memo-
rial Service (reception follows)

15
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting
Senior High Youtiv
Special Activity

22

9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting

29

9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting
1 p.m.—5 p.m. Shalom
Church Work Day

5 p.m.—7 p.m. Shalom
Dinner and Dance

5:30 p.m. Young Adults
Tailgate at Braves-Yankees
Game
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Children, Youth & Families

Youth Group Divides into Senior
High, Middle School Tracks

From a handful of kids hanging out in the so-called Youth
Loft under the steeple, we’ve grown our program for teens
to the point of being able to split out our Middle Schoolers
and Senior High students into their own groups.

Beginning Aug. 16, Middle Schoolers will meet at

4:30 p.m., followed by games, music and supper for all
levels, then the Senior High meeting begins at 6:30 p.m.
Both groups will continue to be led by Drew Stockstill and
Landon Dillard, with activities and Bible discussion geared
appropriately to age level. Each group will have their own
advisors. The Senior Highs also will kick off the season on
Saturday, Aug. 15, with a special activity still in the plan-
ning stages.

In October, the youth are looking forward to a retreat in
Oconee, hosted at Eleanor Attwood’s mountain house.

This year’s youth service trip to New Orleans worked with
Project Homecoming June 21-25. The team of 17 youth,
plus driver/chaperones Duncan Spears, Diana Cochran
and Ted Fleming and Drew, worked to repair homes dam-
aged by Hurricane Katrina, learned about the economic,
political, cultural and theological issues at work and built
relationships with local residents, volunteers from other
youth groups and one another. The team also had opportu-
nities to explore New Orleans, eat snoballs, beignets and

po-boys.

Enthusiasm, muscle and more in New Orleans
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School Calendars Rearrange
Sunday Kick-Off Date

For years, we’ve held our Sunday School Kick-Off event
in August, when Atlanta Public Schools open for the fall.
But with the amazing increase in the number of kids at-
tending MPC from schools not part of the APS world,
we’re recognizing the change in back-to-school dates by
moving our Kick-Off event to Sunday, Sept. 13, when
everyone is back from the Labor Day weekend.

Everyone’s invited to Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m. for a
light breakfast and loads of fun activities leading up to the
‘move up’ for kids joining a higher age-level class for chil-
dren’s worship.
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Session News

Your Session at Work: July 20 Meeting

(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee assign-

ments and stcﬁrat http: / /www.morningsidepc.org /leaders. Ses-

sion minutes, once approved, are on file and available for review

in the church office.)

Thanks to the leadership provided by Becky Schreiber
for Morningside Presbyterian Preschool, our church
has an improved and expanded playground. Session
voted to add a shade structure (at the expense of
MPP) to help avoid hot tots. The preschool has in-
vested $34,000 to upgrade our property.

Julie Schoen is our new Children’s Choir shepherd
and she’ll be coordinating with our new Organist/
Choirmaster Jonathan Crutchfield to plan the kids’
musical season. Because he will not be arriving until
September, rehearsals won’t begin until Sept. 16.
Interviews are under way for the new Director of
Children’s Ministries. Our search team, headed by
Ellen Landers, is making contacts and following
leads, not just waiting for applications. The team is
committed to finding the absolutely right person for
this crucial job.

In other human-resources news, the HR Committee
and staff realize this is a perfect time to assess all our
staffing needs both short- and long-term. To that
end, our Strategic Planning Committee headed by
Bobbie McCrackin will take over the task of assessing
needs and creating a plan. (More information on
Page 3.)

Session voted to approve a special worship service,
“The Blessing of the Animals,” for October. Our first
experience last year brought about 60 pets—or their
pictures—to our church and was popular with our
pet lovers.

Session acknowledged the move of Nathan Zook and
his family to Texas and the resignation of Ann Bow-
ers, creating two vacancies on our Board of Deacons.
Our deacons have been holding retreats and reas-
sessing their mission and decided not to fill these
spots until the next regular election of officers, rather
than try to bring in new members during a time of
transition.

Beth Baer, Discipleship Ministries chair, had good
news about the adult Faith Development fall curricu-
lum. There’s more detail on Page 8.

By the way, have you noticed in the weekly Bulletin
that we’re about $70,000 behind in pledges received
for the year? If you’ve been distracted by summer
activities, this is a reminder to catch up your pledge.
If you use the easy and secure automatic-deduction
feature in the Member section of our website, you
don’t have to tie a string around your finger to re-

member that pledge check.

Daisy Ottmann

Clerk of Session

Young Adults Will Tailgate at Braves-Yankees Contest

They’re going out to the ol’ ball game and they’re planning some extra fun as the Braves meet the New York Yankees
for interleague play on Aug. 29. The game starts at 7:30 p.m. with tailgating from 5:30 on. David Mogge (djmogge
(@gmail.com) is coordinating the activity and is your contact. Watch for details on tickets and other arrangements.

Prayer Concerns...

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly
Lyfe@ insert: Grace Bittick, Bob Coomes, Sandra Crawford, Connie Crowley, Mary Edwards, Ann Herndon, Penny
Hill, the Hamilton family and Isabel Wilkerson, Finley Holaway, friends and relatives of Linda Johnson (Kaitlin Andry,
Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr.), Vicky Lang-
ford, Rhett Laurens, Jan McMahan, Marilyn Neforas, Linda and Mike Robinson, Lawson Rucker, Greg and Mary Ann
Smith and family, Kent Smith, William Taylor, Mike and Amelia Tyler, John Vytal, and Lincoln Weis.
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BackWords

August Sessions Help Adults Get Ready for Autumn Studies

Have you noticed the Discipleship Ministries don’t call the
morning gatherings for adults “Sunday School” any longer?
The preferred term is Faith Development, because the

studies and discussions lead inquiring minds to broaden and

deepen their understanding of their own faith and that of
others, both in our church and in the world.

What Discipleship Chair Beth Baer and her team have in
store this fall illustrates that principle perfectly. Beginning
Aug. 16 and running through Labor Day, James Klotz,
Drew Stockstill and Jennye Guy will present an Introduc-
tion to Bible Study. While this set of classes will be com-
plete in itself, it also is a tune-up for a long-term weekly
evening study that Baron Mullis will launch this autumn.

Following up, Drew will lead a series based on C.S. Lewis’
hilarious exploration of the challenges a young demon must

overcome to secure a Christian soul. Fortunately, the ap-
prentice has the advantage of advice from his uncle, cap-
tured in The Screwtape Letters, looking at faith from the
backside, if you will.

After the church retreat weekend, the group welcomes
Columbia Seminary’s Dr. George Stroup whose subject
matter will be taken from his book Idolatry. What do we
worship when we take our eyes off God? You might be
surprised!

All these sessions take place in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m. on
Sundays. The Nursery is open, children and youth have
their own classes—so take advantage of these outstanding
opportunities to develop your faith.

Almost every Sunday, Baron introduces the Apostles’ Creed by asking “What do you believe?” Would you have the

courage to tell us all, in your own words? Every August, a few courageous members do just that, on “This I Believe

Sunday.” Come hear what Peter Chatel, KayteWatts, and Kent Balch have to offer about their faith on Sunday,

Aug. 23.
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4 Greg Wolters
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27 Michelle Gorman
28 Rob Cromwell

29 Cha Holmes

29 Randy Parrish

29 Christopher Lewis
30 Jill Klotz

30 Elizabeth Rice

31 Scott Bremer

31 Charlsie Woolley
31 Dale Ray

20 Ed Garrison

20 Caroline Parrish
21 Sheila Williams
22 Bill Means

22 Jon Bradway

22 Sarah Chatel

23 Ericson Harris
23 Tim Holbrook
24 Bryan Busch

25 Bonnie Daneker
26 Douglas Selph
27 Debbie Fox



