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Church Office Hours 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

 

 

Sermon Series: “Insights for Living from                                       
        the Old Testament” 

 
Sunday, Sept. 7, 11 a.m. 

Sermon I: “In God We Trust” 
(Abraham and Sarah) 
Text: Genesis 12:1-9 

Joanna Adams preaching 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 
     Sunday, Sept. 14, 11 a.m.  

Sermon II: “The Joy of Human Love” 
(Rebekah and Isaac) 

Text: Genesis 24 - selected verses 
Christopher Henry preaching 

 
Sunday, Sept. 21, 11 a.m. 
Sermon III: “The In-laws” 

Text: Exodus 18 - selected verses 
Joanna Adams preaching 

 
Sunday, Sept. 28, 11 a.m. 

Sermon IV: “Does Character Matter?” 
Text: II Samuel 11 & 12 - selected verses 

Joanna Adams preaching 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Dear Dear Dear 

Friends,          Friends,          Friends,          Friends,               
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Though most schools around the city opened before 
August was even half done, September still marks for 
most of us the beginning of a new season. The flip flops 
and shorts move to the back of the closet, pumpkins 
appear on a porch or two, and we’re off toward what 
ever the fall has in store for us.  

 

One thing this season has in store for us at Morningside 
is a rich offering of ways to serve, learn, and grow as 
Christ’s disciples for our time and place. You have 
heard the pleas for volunteers to help with our chil-
dren’s ministries. When we began a new church year in 
2004, there were no more than a dozen children and 
young people affiliated with our congregation. Now, 
there are more than a hundred. Then, the children’s 
choir numbered five or six. Now, close to 30 children 
have will have the priceless experience of singing with 
Walter Huff and our new children’s choir director, 
Brittney Jaynes.  

 

There are many who say we live in a secular age, and I 
don’t disagree with that analysis. The good news about 
that is the wonderful opportunity we have to be the 
church in bold new ways. I believe the hand of God has 
been at work in the resurrection project that is Morn-
ingside Presbyterian Church. We have a special role to 
play in our community and in the lives of all who call 
this church our spiritual home. 

 

I am convinced that the gospel was made for human be-
ings in just such a context. People are longing for moral 
authenticity. They/we are ready to go to our scriptures 
and to our theological tradition in search of that which 
is real, lasting, and true. People are realizing that indi-
vidualism unchecked will not sustain life today. They 
want community. They are eager for a way to connect 
with one another and with the needs of their neighbors. 

Most of all, people yearn for God. Without connection 
to a Higher Power, we are capable of almost any terri-
ble thing, including the destruction of the earth that is 
our home.  

 

What time is it? Time to address the challenges of our 
age within the hope and promise of the Christian tradi-
tion; time to make a new resolution to come to church 
and get involved in the needs of our city and our world; 
time to let your soul be nourished by worship; time to 
learn, time to give, and to discover in so doing, the true 
meaning of life; time to relish the gift of another Sep-
tember, with its yellow school buses, bright blue skies, 
and buttery golden sun, courtesy of the Maker of 
heaven and earth.  

    Your pastor, 

 
                                     

                                                 Joanna Adams 

First Wednesday Bible Study Takes  
Journey Through Gospel of Luke 

Meeting on First Wednesday monthly at MPC, women 
from the community, members and friends, neighbors 
and visitors, join at 9 a.m. for coffee and pastries. Bible 
study led by Joanna Adams begins at 9:15 a.m. Child-
care is provided in the nursery. Join the Journey 
through The Gospel of Luke. The word “gospel” is an 
old Anglo-Saxon word meaning “good news.” Our Bible 
contains four Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John.  

Sept. 3 we begin our journey together through Luke’s 
beautiful, action-packed gospel, making stops along the 
way to focus on the miracles of Jesus, the grace of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son, and the women and men 
whose lives were transformed by Jesus’ power and 
presence. All are welcome for an in-depth plunge into 
Joanna Adams’ favorite gospel. At the end of the road, 
may we each be able to say with Mary, “My soul magni-
fies the Lord!” (1:46) 



 

 

Inside Morningside 

Stewardship Chair Answers Member Question About Pledges  
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 “What is a pledge?” a couple of our newer members 
have asked.  So your Stewardship Committee is using 
this space to revisit the concept.  Pledging is a practice 
in most mainline Protestant churches where members 
periodically make a thoughtful, prayerful commitment 
of financial support to the ministry and mission of the 
church.  It is typically done annually and in response to 
forecasted financial requirements in order to meet the 
members’ goals and dreams.   

A Personal Commitment.  All of us are counseled by 
scripture to give generously, cheerfully, sacrificially.  
The concept of a “tithe” (often calculated as 10 percent 
of one’s income) is one benchmark which can be used.  
Clearly life-circumstances play an important part in de-
termining an appropriate amount to pledge.  Some are 
at a stage of life where a tithe would be a hardship.  
Others might find a tithe to be not challenging enough.  
It is a personal thing – but certainly something which 
should be subject to the scrutiny of one’s faith.  While 
the church’s pastor does not typically know what each 
member pledges, s/he is available for advice and coun-
sel as one considers this aspect of discipleship.  The 
Stewardship Committee also is willing to give guidance, 
as are family, friends or fellow church members.  We 
are instructed by our faith not only to make thoughtful 
commitments, but also to challenge one another in this 
faith discipline. 

Responsible Stewardship.  Once all of the pledges are 
gathered each year, the leadership of the church must 
exercise prudent judgment.  The ministry and mission 

of the church must be guided by a budget.  This in-
cludes everything from staff salaries to maintaining the 
physical plant to supporting a broad range of activities 
to making gifts to missions beyond our walls. Making 
financial commitments as a church based on pledges of 
its members is itself an act of faith.  Some may for very 
legitimate reasons be unable to fulfill their pledges.  
Others will be inspired to give a little more to help 
close the gap. 

As a church, Morningside is growing and dreaming 
great dreams.  It is an exciting community to be a part 
of.  With great dreams come great responsibilities.  
This fall we will be hearing more about these dreams 
and we will have the sacred opportunity to make a 
pledge. 

                                          Bill Humphries 

                                           Stewardship Chair     

 

‘Wine & Design’  To Furnish New Spaces 

A festive Saturday evening will raise funds for the un-
budgeted need to decorate and furnish the new areas 
provided by our A Time of Promise capital campaign.  The 
party will be held at the home of Doug Self, 2575 
Peachtree Road, #23C, from 7-10 p.m., Sept. 27.  The 
entire congregation and friends are invited.  To attend, 
call the church office by Sept. 17.  The suggested dona-
tion per person is $50.  

Morningside Milestones 

• Welcome to our fellowship recently baptized Sawyer Barnette, son of Anne and Will and little brother to 
Mac.  A bakers’ dozen of new members joined Aug. 17, including Shirley Adair, John and Maggie Adams, 
Andrea Arnold, Lynn and Tom Daniel, Amy deBaets and Brian Mills, Nathan Burgess, Shanon Hall, Michael 
and Brooke Lampe and Sharon Pace.  

• Our sympathy and prayers for healing to Tia and Brian Bartis after the loss of their close to end-of-term 
baby. Please keep them in your prayers. Sympathy to Lynsley Tyler in the death of her aunt. Prayers also to 
Cindy Humphries, recovering from a recent injury. 



 

 

Worship and Study 

 

PAGE  4 

Fall Features Extracurricular Programs  
For Men, Women, Elementary Kids 

Theology on Tap will tackle "The Rise of Atheism in 
America: Christian Responses" as the first topic of the 
fall Tuesday, Sept. 2, following supper at 7 p.m. at the 
home of Van Crisco, 466 Seminole Ave., 30307. In 
recent months, several books have been published that 
criticize the role of religion in American life and flatly 
deny the existence of God. Much has been made of this 
"resurgence of American atheism" in the media.  We 
will discuss the rationale behind the rise of atheism in 
our country and consider some Christian responses to 
it.  
 
RSVP to Associate Pastor Chris Henry at Christo-
pher.andrew.henry@gmail.com.  Morningside’s men 
will continue to meet on the first Tuesdays this fall 
(except for November, due to the election): Oct. 7, 
Nov. 3 (Monday) and Dec. 2.  
 
Elementary-age kids are encouraged to invite their 
friends for the next Big Fun Day, Saturday, Sept. 20, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. at MPC.  Everyone will get to explore 
the Church Calendar through drama, singing and more.  
Ms. Cathy returns to lead this fun-filled day.  There 
will also be lunch and great outside activities.  
 
Women members and friends will celebrate the arts 
with guest speakers and special topics involving the arts 
throughout the fall as part of the Women’s Roundtable 
series.  There will also be opportunities to go to the 
theater and museums with small groups.   
 
Regular meetings are fourth Monday evenings, 6:30-
8:45 p.m., beginning with supper.  Amy Jarratt will 
host the Sept. 22 meeting and Lynn Young will wel-
come everyone Oct. 27 and Nov. 24.   Watch for  
more details and be sure to let Program Director  

Melinda Sandkam know if you would like to be added 
to the Roundtable e-mail list. 
 

New Forum Series Will 
Reflect Timely Topics  
On Sept. 21, Joanna Adams and Chris Henry will lead 
the first in a new series of discussions on up-to-the-
minute topics. The inaugural program is titled 
“Patriotism for Christians.” As the 2008 election ap-
proaches, how is our Christian faith related to our re-
sponsibilities as Americans?  What influence does faith 
have on political involvement in a free democracy?   
 
This and subsequent Sunday Forums will meet in Room 
107 after worship. Topics will be presented on selected 
Sundays—watch eNews@Morningside and 
Life@Morningside for upcoming programs. 
 

Signups Sought for September 
Small Group Bible Study  
 
If you are interested in deepening your faith, Biblical 
understanding, and connection to other Morningside 
members through a self-led Bible study, please contact 
Associate Pastor Chris Henry.   
 
A new small group Bible study will begin in Septem-
ber. Be sure to let us know of your interest as we 
choose which night of the week to meet. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

September 2008 

 Vacation Bible School—Vacation Bible School—Vacation Bible School— 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 
Labor Day 
Office closed 
 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society 
7:30 p.m. Nicotine 
Anon 

2 
Preschool resumes 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Zoning 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 

 

 

3 
9:15 a.m. Women’s 
Bible Study 
6 p.m. Children’s 
Choir Kick Off 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir; Venture Crew 

4 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Public Safety 

5 
 
 

6 
8:15 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
 

7 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
Classes 
11 a.m. Worship; Com-
munion 
12 noon Fall Fellowship 
Kick Off 
Clifton Collection ends 
 
 

8 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society; Morningside 
Lenox Park Assoc. 
7:30 p.m. Nicotine 
Anon 

9 
10 a.m. Common 
Ground 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group; Weight 
Watchers 
 

10 
6:30 p.m. Children’s 
Choir  
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir; Venture Crew 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8:15 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
        

    14 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
Classes 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
1:30 p.m. RHO Readers  
3 p.m. Voir un Ami 
Pleurer 
6:30 Atlanta Opera 
Chorus 
 

15 
6 p.m. Human Re-
sources 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 
7:30 p.m. Nicotine 
Anon 
Afternoon-evening 
Elysium rehearsal 
 

 

16 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group; Weight 
Watchers 
Afternoon-evening 
Elysium rehearsal 

 
 

 

 

17 
Newsletter Dead-
line 

12 noon One Gray 
Hair Luncheon 
6:30 p.m. Children’s 
Choir  
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir; Venture Crew 
 
 

18 
Afternoon-evening 
Elysium rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Mission 
Committee 

19 
 

20 
8:15 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
10 a.m. Big Fun Day 
8 p.m. Elysium Concert 

21 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
Classes 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Sunday Fo-
rum 
3 p.m. Elysium Concert 
 
 
 

 

22 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
6:45 p.m. Parliamen-
tarians 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
7:30 p.m. Nicotine 
Anon 
Mitten Tree Collection 
begins 

23 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group; Weight 
Watchers 

 

 

24 
6:30 p.m. Children’s 
Choir  
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir; Venture Crew 

 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
Presbytery Meeting 
(Clairmont Presbyterian) 
8:15 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
4-6:30 p.m. Families’ Gath-
ering 
7-10 p.m. Wine & Design 
 

            28 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
Classes 
11 a.m. Worship; New 
Member Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship; 
Playground Picnic 
5 p.m. Men’s Social 
 
 

29 
7 p.m. Mandolin  
Society 
7:30 p.m. Nicotine 
Anon 
 

 

30 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group; Weight 
Watchers 
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MPC Social Calendar Filled with Food, Fellowship 
If you attend Morningside Presbyterian, it seems you 
have ample opportunities to sample good food and good 
conversation, and we’re starting out the fall season with 
a full table of events—for everyone and for special 
groups. 
 
Everyone’s invited to the Congregational Lunch after 
worship on Sept. 7, where friendships and waistlines 
expand for a small per-person donation.  The season of 
luncheons and programs for older members and friends 
begins at noon, Sept. 17. How do you know if you 
qualify for inclusion?  The name of the group says it all: 
“One Gray Hair.”  Call or email the office to reserve a 
spot for either or both lunches. 
 
If you’ve seen the film “Boy A” and want to discuss it 
with a movie-loving group, the new Movie Club will 
meet for dinner and chat Sept. 11 at the home of Linda 

and Art Sweum, 1556 Fama Drive.  Call 404 634.8970 
to RSVP. 
 
Angie and John Keller will host a social gathering for 
families with young children (0 through pre-K) at their 
home, 3117 W. Roxboro Road., NE, on Sept. 27.  
Their home number is 404 869.9066.  If your children 
have reached elementary age, watch for information 
about an evening out for you, coming soon.  All families 
are welcome to bring a dish to share and join in the 
Playground Picnic, after worship Sept. 28.  Beverages 
and paper products provided and you don’t actually 
have to have young children to enjoy the event. 
 
See Page 4 for the latest on Theology on Tap for men 
and the Women’s Roundtable.  And don’t forget the 
Walking Group at 7 p.m Thursdays in the church lot, to 
work off all these meals. 

September Birthdays 
1 Leslie Brenner 
1 Karen Christensen Cox 
1 Chris Henry 
3 Natalie Johnson 
3 Holly Campbell 
4 Jennifer Jones 
4 Paulette Esco 
4 Emily Dixon Taylor 

5 Gloria Joiner 
6 David Cox 
7 Emy Riley 
8 Roxanne Sullivan 
9 Barbara Jones 
10 Trenton Tunnell III 
10 Betsy Armstrong 
12 Bryan Davis 
15 Sophia Regnault 
15 Al Adams 

16 Ruthlyn Newell 
18 Sherrill Terry 
20 Ken Sapp 
22 Jim Walker 
22 Julia Taylor 
23 Maggie McIntosh 
24 Braxton Jarratt 
24 Jan McMahan 
25 Vickie Hunter 
25 Daniel White 

25 Bobbie McCrackin 
26 Lele Ruby 
26 Greg Morton 
27 Spencer Adams 

Elders on Call for September 
Martin Dunlap  Sept. 7-13 
Bill Humphries  Sept. 14-20 
Ruthlyn Newell  Sept. 21-27 
Lynn Hogue   Sept. 28-Oct. 4 

Deacons on Call for September 
Holly Campbell  Sept. 7-13 
Bradley Odom  Sept. 14-20 
James Klotz   Sept. 21-27 
Sarah Mercer Chatel Sept. 28-Oct. 4 

Collections End for Clifton, Begin for Our House 
Men moving to new homes from Clifton Sanctuary Ministries will receive Welcome Home baskets full of house-
hold essentials.  Sept. 7 is the final day to deposit requested items in the Narthex collection basket. Pick a leaf 
from the tree display to find out what’s needed. 
At the end of the month, watch for the mitten tree near the preschool entrance.  We learned last year that it is 
much more beneficial to the children in need to receive mittens, hats and scarves before the first frost, so we now 
collect through Oct. 24.  When you see these items appearing in the stores, pick up an extra pair for a child in 
need at the Our House community in Decatur. 
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Your Session at Work: August 18 Meeting 
 

• In June the Session adopted as a roadmap the Vision 
2012 and 2008-2009 Plan developed by the Strate-
gic Planning Committee.  At this meeting, elders 
affirmed their commitment to roll out Vision 2012 
in January 2009 and voted unanimously to adopt 
three long-range strategic imperatives as guide-
posts:  Expand our children’s ministry, embracing 
families and children; strengthen MPC’s infrastruc-
ture, human, financial and physical; and deepen 
evangelism and discipleship.  To this end, the Ses-
sion has appointed an implementation task force 
that includes Joanna Adams, Chris Henry, 
Melinda Sandkam, Ruthlyn Newell,   
Michael Perez, and David Wingert. 

 

• A Design Committee has been formed for A Time of 
Promise. The committee, led by elders Carolyn 
Morton and Lucy Enniss, includes Grace 
Howard, Linda Jenkins, Guerry Mashburn, 
Bradley Odom, Doug Self and Lynn Young.  
The Session empowered the committee to choose 
and purchase the furnishings within budget for the 
church as TOP construction draws to a close.  The 
Session also approved the committee’s fundraiser, 
scheduled for Sept. 27.  Please see Page 3 for de-
tails. 

 

• On behalf of the Preschool committee, 
Melinda Sandkam noted that our preschool 
happily will be operating at full capacity this 
semester.  Teachers returned Aug. 18; students 
begin the year Sept. 2. 

 

• Michael Perez will chair the Officer Nominating 
Committee this year, with Carolyn Morton as 
co-chair.  James Klotz, Georgia Marshall and 
Bill Means round out the committee.  They will 
present a slate of nominated elders and deacons, as  

 

well as nominees to serve on next year’s nominat-
ing committee, for election at a congregational 
meeting following worship Oct. 5.  See below for 
more details. 

 

• On behalf of the Christian Education Committee 
Emilie Paille and Melinda Sandkam reviewed the 
preschool curriculum, “Exploring the Faith,” and 
the K – fifth grade curriculum, “Seasons of the 
Spirit,” for the 2008-2009 Sunday school year.  The 
Session  approved these two curricula. Emilie 
noted that we continue to offer Sunday school 
classes at both 9:45 and 11 a.m. this year.  Melinda 
said we have added a three-year-old class this year 
as well. 

    Ruthlyn Newell 

    Clerk of Session  

 

Time to Consider Nominees  
For Leadership Positions 
Members will be able to submit nominees for the 
next three-year classes of elders and deacons in 
September.  Nominating slips will be distributed 
via the Bulletin or by emailing the office.  If you 
would like to nominate someone, please first be 
sure the person is willing to serve a three-year 
term.  Also, as our congregation has grown, sub-
mitting a name does not mean the person will be 
automatically nominated.  With  many critical is-
sues facing the church, we’re reminded that church 
leadership is a more critical position possibly than 
ever before in Morningside’s history.  
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Children’s Choir Season Opens with Pizza, New Director 

MPC’s Children’s Choir is growing—in every way: 
age and numbers and musical skills.  Wednesday 
evening practices begin Sept. 3 with a pizza party 
and brief parent orientation at 6 p.m. and rehearsal 
at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. 

 

The evening also introduces the new Children’s 
Choir Director Brittney Jaynes, chorus teacher at 
Conyers Middle School and a three-year member 
of the Atlanta Opera Chorus, under the direction  
of Walter Huff.  Brittney’s a lifelong Presbyterian 
and a 2006 graduate of Berry College. 

 

“With the larger number of children in the choir,” 
she says, “I hope to be able to develop more age- 

defined programs.”  She and Walter will confer 
soon, along with the Worship Committee, on Chil-
dren’s Choir performance dates. 

 

If you have or know a child who would enjoy being 
a part of the Children’s Choir with Walter and Britt-
ney, call Tara Parrish at 404 872.7924 or email  
taraparrish@bellsouth.net. 

 

 


