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May 2009 Worship at Morningside 

 
4th Sunday of Easter, May 3, 2009 
Sermon: “The Hem of His Garment” 

Text:  Mark 5:21-43; Psalm 23 
Joanna Adams preaching 

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 
 

5th Sunday of Easter, May 10, 2009 
Sermon:  “Love Casts Out Fear” 

Text:  I John 4:7-21 
Rev. Dr. David L. Bartlett preaching 

 
6th Sunday of Easter, May 17, 2009 

Sermon:  “Servants No Longer” 
Text:  John 15:9-17; I John 5:1-6 

Joanna Adams preaching 
 

7th Sunday of Easter, May 24, 2009 
Sermon:  “A Relevant Faith for Our Time” 

Text:  Acts 17:22-33 
Christopher Henry preaching 

 
Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2009 

Sermon:  “Good News for Weak Knees” 
Text:  Romans 8:22-30; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11 

Joanna Adams preaching 
 

 



 

 

                                   From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends,                                             
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One of the joys of my line of work is that people often share with me books they think I ought to read 
or would like to read.  Recently, I was presented with a book on branding – not in the sense of the 
mark that distinguishes your cows from the neighboring rancher’s cows, but in the sense of establishing 
your own personal identity.  Drawing examples from the corporate worlds of Volvo, L.L. Bean, and Starbucks and 
from the personal lives of celebrities (Oprah, Bono, and Tiger), the author offers “seven steps to creating your most 
successful self.”  I did not make it past the second step in my reading (and also, probably in my life!) but I was moti-
vated to think about how the Christian faith has its own understanding of branding.  Every time I have the privilege of 
baptizing a baby, I conclude that sacred ritual by saying, “You have been sealed (read ‘branded’) by the Holy Spirit in 
your baptism, and you belong to Jesus Christ forever.”  On Easter Sunday, we baptized little Evvie Bresnahan with her 
proud parents and brothers standing by.  Just as I finished saying the words that sealed her identity for all time, Evvie 
almost leapt out of my arms.  She clapped; she kicked her hands and her feet; she grinned from ear to ear. 
 

What do we do at Morningside?  We brand babies, children, and adults as well.  Using ordinary water, the Spirit of 
the living God marks people with divine love that can never be washed away. 
 

Have you noticed the logo on the front of the newsletter?  Above the word “Morningside” is a sunburst; at its center is 
a cross.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Those who follow me will never walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life.”  I rejoice that you and I live under Christ’s banner, are branded as his disciples, and belong to this special 
church that is nothing less than the household of God. 
 

        Your pastor, 

 

        Joanna Adams 

Distinguished Seminary Professor 

Will Preach at MPC 
Come to worship Sunday, May 10, to hear a man who helped Assoc. Pastor Chris Henry become 
the preacher and teacher he is today.  In our pulpit will be The Rev. Dr. David  L. Bartlett. Bart-
lett, Distinguished Professor of New Testament at Columbia Theological Seminary and Lantz Pro-
fessor of Preaching Emeritus at Yale Divinity School.  He is also an ordained American Baptist 

minister and has served parishes in Minneapolis, Chicago, and Oakland.  He is the author of numerous books and has 
given the prestigious Lyman Beecher lectures in Preaching 
at Yale Divinity School. Prof. Bartlett is co-general editor, 
with Barbara Brown Taylor, of a 12-volume series on the 
Revised Common Lectionary, Feasting on the Word. 

Prof. Bartlett’s spouse, Carol, is a clinical social worker and 
they have two grown sons. Chris says,  “Dr. Bartlett was 
one of my most beloved professors and mentors at Colum-
bia Seminary and we’ve become close friends. We are for-
tunate to welcome one of the finest preachers and scholars 
around!”  Prof. Bartlett delivered a lesson for the adult Bi-
ble class earlier this year. 

 

Those suffering in today’s economic climate 
and those standing in solidarity with them 
are invited to join a new Morningside Pres-
byterian group, “Surviving the Economic 
Crisis.”  The initial meeting will be Thursday, 
May 7, at 7 p.m. in the pastor’s office. 
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Plan Now to Give Yourself  ‘Simple’ Holiday Gift 
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 ‘Tis a Gift to be Simple.” Imagine stepping back in time, when life was indeed simpler.  No cell phones, no Internet, 
no computer, no e-mails, no office buildings. Basic needs were food and shelter. Feed our bodies, feed our souls. 
What made life fulfilling was community: getting together with friends and family of all ages to connect on a different 
level. 
  

Flash forward now.  It’s fall. Leaves changing colors; air getting colder and crisper. Atlanta bustles with the holiday 
spirit. People are rushing around thinking of menus, presents, groceries, work, incoming family, sales, schedules, and 
TRAFFIC. The craziness is coming.  But wait . . . 
 

Not for you. You’re sitting in a rocking chair on the porch of a beautiful lodge in North Carolina, just a few hours 
from our busy city.  You’re remembering how to connect on a personal level. 
 

How do you put yourself into this scene?  Please join us! MPC is planning a retreat we hope to make an annual event. 
This inspiring weekend will be for everyone: young, old, single, or bearing many children. There will be loads of chil-
dren’s activities to give their parents a well-deserved break and allow them to bond with their peers, and many adult 
activities to replenish our faith. This event will help bring us back to nature, back to basics, and back to the things that 
really matter in life.  Give yourself this time before the holiday rush hits to remind you and your family of the impor-
tance of community, respecting and learning from elders, and sharing a meal together. This will be the best start to 
the season to remind us to give of ourselves rather than give monetarily. 
 

Mark your calendars: Friday, Nov. 20, to Sunday, Nov. 22, at the William Black Lodge in Montreat, NC 
(www.williamblacklodge.org), just three hours from Atlanta.  We promise great fun for all.  To reserve your spot, 
please contact the church office at office@morningsidepc.org or 404.876.7396. After all, the early birds get their 
own private bathrooms! 

Morningside Milestones 
�Spring babies!  Amy and Chris Santy welcomed their third son Nathaniel Brooks (joining broth-
ers Wyatt and Riley) and Marlo Kirby and Todd McDonald their first-born Gabriel, both on Apr. 
16, while Frances and Ian Bresnahan (and brothers Clyde and Finn) presented their daughter Evan 
Charlotte Honnah—“Evvie” –for baptism on Easter Sunday. 

�Everyone who attended will agree our Maundy Thursday supper and worship service this year 
was different—and special.  Thank member Melinda Sandkam for her leadership in providing a 
meal of foods from biblical lands and she in turn thanks Lynn Daniel, Dianne Johnson, Elaine 
Tomkinson, Ann Watson, Sherry Walls and the cleaners-up:  Molly Chase, Ashley Filip, Nancy 
Frampton, Betsy Holland, Patty Mosely and Leslie Prince. 

Missing Sunday?  MPC Offers Other Ways to Catch Up 
Whether you missed a worship service due to illness or travel or whether you want to refresh your memory of what 
Joanna or Chris said during the sermon, the church offers two other ways to hear the message. For a donation, se-
lected 2008 sermons are available in the Narthex via CD, an option known to some as “jogging with Joanna.” 

Or, all the sermons for the past several years have been archived at www.morningsidepc.org.  You can listen on your 
computer or download a MP3-format podcast. In fact, our website allows you to listen to the entire worship service, 
including choir selections.  Recent efforts also make the site more valuable for “what’s going on at Morningside,” in-
cluding the monthly calendar and Morningside Messenger. 
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Women’s Shelter Invites You to Celebrate 25 Years 

PDA Offers Long-Term Volunteer Assignments 

Church Supports ‘Other’ Mothers Two Ways  

For many years, congregants from Morningside Presbyterian have participated in the mission of the Shearith Israel 
Women’s Shelter. May 3 this outstanding service project of the synagogue and its supporters celebrates its twenty-fifth an-
niversary with an open house from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the synagogue, 1180 University Drive, off Highland Ave., and all are 
invited to stop by and rejoice with them.  Joanna Adams will offer the keynote speech. 

Morningsiders have supported shelter residents by sending coats, gloves, scarves, hats and gift cards.  Our children have 
sung for them and created valentines and Christmas cards.  We’ve provided adult “sleepers” to supplement the staff by 
serving (and enjoying) delicious kosher meals prepared by synagogue members and by staying overnight.   

Everyone is encouraged to come out and help commemorate this milestone of helping women have a safe, warm, compas-
sionate place to get their lives back on track.  Jeanne McCarthy and Emilie Paille are our MPC shepherds for this mission. 

A lunch out, a corsage, a nice card or present or merely time to reflect on a loving memory - we mark Mothers’ Day every 
year in our own chosen ways.  Morningside Presbyterian also suggests two ways to honor mothers and other senior women 
and men who may not have close family ties. 

For one, every year MPC joins more than 200 Presbyterian congregations in Georgia in collecting a special offering on 
Mothers’ Day (May 10 this year) to benefit residents of Presbyterian Homes of Georgia.  This ministry supports four cam-
puses and spends approximately $2.74 million for benevolent care each year.  With our help, Presbyterian Homes provides 
exceptional services to senior adults who have outlived their financial resources.  This offering for Presbyterian Homes is 
one of only four special collections authorized by MPC annually. Consider a gift to Presbyterian Homes in honor of a 
woman in your life who ‘has everything’! 

For another, on Mothers’ Day Morningside begins its annual four-week collection of canned foods for the pantry at the 
Presbyterian Senior Community of Calvin Court.  The pantry provides supplements for residents who may need a few ex-
tra items each month.  Here are some items you could add to your own grocery lists: tuna, chicken, roast beef, Vienna 
sausages, Spam, powdered milk, peanut butter, crackers, canned fruit, soup, pudding and gelatin, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, lotion and soap. You can drop off your items in baskets in the Narthex through May 31. 

We support the efforts of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance – whose motto is “Out of Chaos, Hope” – financially through 
part of the One Great Hour of Sharing Easter collection and hands-on (read about our Pearlington trip on Page 5).  Now 
PDA is looking for individuals who’d like to make a longer-term commitment to serve Christ and our neighbors as a volun-
teer-village manager or worksite-assignment manager. 
 

The minimum commitment is for three months and the current volunteer villages doing reconstruction work are located in 
Mississippi, Alabama and Texas.  Managers are volunteers, but PDA provides a nominal per diem for food and incidentals, 
plus housing and transportation in the village. 

The work itself centers around orienting and making volunteer teams comfortable and familiar with the environment and 
work to be done, delegating village functions, liaising with partner organizations and the community and maintaining re-
cords.  Candidates must be able to live in camping environments and have group leadership and prior volunteer experi-
ence—and of course be sensitive, patient, diplomatic and flexible.  Good health, computer skills and a clean driving record 
are also necessary, as is comfort with mechanical equipment. 

Those interested should visit the PDA website, www.pcusa.org. For questions, contact the Volunteer Village Coordinator 
at Leslie.Fedo@pcusa.org or 502.807.5487. 
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(Here is Van Jensen’s first-person account of Morningside’s recent mission trip to Pearlington, MS.  Other team members were James 
Beasley, Sarah and Richard Brownlee, David Cox, Ginny Fergus, Phyllis Grimes, Bradley Odom, Lloyd Prince, Duncan Spears, John Wat-
son and David York. See Page 4 for more information about mission outreach.) 
 

The first time I drove through Pearlington, I couldn’t shake my amazement at how far from recovery it was, even two-and-
a-half years after Hurricane Katrina swept a 20-foot wave over the town. Pearlington, where the Gulf meets the Pearl 
River, remained a collection of partially constructed homes and FEMA cottages, toppled trees and yards scattered with 
debris.  From dawn to dusk, the din of power tools and hammers was inescapable. 
 

That year we worked on a double-wide limping back to completeness. More than a little of our time went toward repair-
ing the mistakes of previous volunteers. The trailer belonged to a couple pushing into their 50s—Jethro and Linda. Jethro 
spent most of the day sitting on his FEMA cottage porch, drinking. He’d come over to explain the faults in our work. He 
thought the government was corrupt--and churches, too. One day he pointed out a plastic statuette of praying hands.  Be-
fore the storm, they’d held his wife’s work nametag and family photos. When they returned home to a trailer chest-deep 
in mud, he found those praying hands sitting atop the muck, still holding the nametag and photos. “I guess it was a mira-
cle,” he said. As we worked, I realized this man needed a miracle of a much higher order. And I felt how small it was, what 
I was giving him. 
 

Almost exactly a year later, we came back.  Immediately I saw the difference. Time had turned Katrina’s wounds to scars. 
Almost all the new homes were finished and the old ones not abandoned were restored. The FEMA cottages were gone. 
The community center neared completion.  And lunch lines at the town’s Baptist church, where volunteers have eaten 
daily since rebuilding began, stretched about half as long. With many helping hands, the town largely had healed. 
 

Our MPC group spent the week dry-walling a home flooded to its second story by Katrina, then again when Gustav struck 
last year. The owner, Cindy, was deeply gracious and kind. “This group, you’re the best,” she said. She smiled as she 
watched her home transform, yet repeatedly she fell into tears. There’d been the hurricanes, a nearly fatal auto accident, 
then the death of her husband. I remembered the woman we’d met the previous year who lost her home to Katrina, her 
FEMA cottage to a fire and three cars to bad crashes. Hard times seemed to fall on the people of Pearlington in blizzards. 
 

But even those who’d had easier paths were downcast. One day we asked the Baptist pastor how he was. “Oh, I’m getting 
by. Just barely, but I’m getting by,” he said, clearly making an effort to sound upbeat. Though the rebuilding mission was 
almost done, I began to understand much work of the spirit remained. I thought of Nehemiah, who knew rebuilding wasn’t 
enough. The exiles must return; the people’s spirits restored through prayer and ceremony. In Pearlington homes had been 
repaired but souls for the most part had not. Like Jethro the year before, Cindy was a wounded person, worrying over the 
bills, her health, the next storm. Those concerns couldn’t be hidden behind drywall and paint. All I could offer was prayer. 
 

Before leaving town, I stopped by Jethro and Linda’s home, hoping it had been finished.  Their address was still spray-
painted on the trailer’s side; the FEMA cottage still there.  Otherwise, it had become a home again, rebuilt, clean, filled 
with furniture and appliances.  Only a few boxes remained to unpack.  As Linda gave me the tour, I noticed the loving 
thumbprints of our unskilled hands. 
 

The past year had been hard. Again, tragedy coming in bunches. Jethro had suffered a stroke.  One of their sons had passed 
out, striking his head. In a coma for a week, he then needed months of rehabilitation. They narrowly avoided Gustav’s 
flooding. “There were times I thought I couldn’t go on,” Jethro said. “But all you people helped me through. It’s hard. 
Lord, it’s hard.” In the moment I spoke with Jethro, he looked me in the eye and smiled, seeming almost someone else. 
He’d stopped drinking, started keeping busy, spending the hot afternoons reading on the porch. In that look, I knew his life 
had changed. One big miracle in a town that still needs so many more. 

Member Describes Miraculous Gulf Mission Experience 
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Six Star Family Journeys to Tucker Straight from Kabul 
The Six Star Refugee Program welcomed a new family straight from Kabul, Afghanistan.  Ashna and his family were 
granted immigrant status through the Special Visa Program for Translators/Interpreters serving with the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Ashna completed the VIP Protection course and earned the title of Special Agent from the Office of Antiter-
rorism Assistance. He spent time as part of President Hamid Karzai’s security team, including doing advance work for 
travel and driving the President. Framed photographs of Ashna with President Karzai decorate their new home in 
Tucker. 

Ashna also worked for the U.S. Combined Security Transition Command, then the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as 
interpreter and translator for the past three years.  He was recognized with certificates of achievement on three occa-
sions as well as the Operation Enduring Freedom Medal of Excellence. That led to expedited entry to the U.S. and an 
almost instantaneous ‘green card’ granting him permanent residence.   

Ashna and his wife Shahera have four children: girls Husna (7), Assma (6), Sanah (2 ½) and son Hamza (11 months). 
Although Ashna goes by his surname, he also bears the name of Sayed, given to males accepted as descendants of the 
prophet Muhammad.  His family was prestigious and wealthy in Afghanistan where his grandfather was a senator.  

His parents took baby Ashna and his older brother from the family home to visit relatives in Kabul. Because it was to 
be a short trip, they left behind heirlooms and valuable jewelry. Small skirmishes escalated into major battles and the 
road home was permanently blocked by the Russian invasion.  It took 15 years for the family to get home from what 
had been planned as only a short vacation. All their property had been taken over by others and the family went from 
wealth to poverty.  

Through Six Star, the family will live in the Tucker house and pay gradually escalating rent and utilities over a two-
year period. They are grateful for the donations they have received and mostly need baby food (level 2/3), diapers for 
the 11-month-old, and overnight diapers for the two-year-old. Husna and Assma began first grade and kindergarten at 
Brocket School in Tucker. Husna has made friends in class and reports that school and English aren’t hard for her. Sha-
hera speaks no English and needs daytime volunteers to teach her. This outgoing family loves to have visitors. Without 
a car or bus transportation, they depend on volunteers to take them to the grocery store and doctor appointments. 
Our Six Star shepherds are Holly Campbell (hollycampbell1@gmail.com) or Betsy Armstrong 
(jimbetsy30338@yahoo.com). 

Ashna and his family—Shahera holding baby Hamza, Husna, Assma and Sanah. 
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 Sunday Forum Presents Hindu Perspective 
Our Sunday Forum program of conversations with other faith traditions continues May 17 as we welcome Gillian 
Renault, who serves on the board of directors of the Vedanta Center of Atlanta. Offering a Hindu perspective on 
today’s issues of the greatest concern to the faith community, Ms Renault will speak in Room 201 beginning at 
12:15 p.m.  
 

As a Vedantist, she is a committed meditator and studies spiritual texts such as the Bhagavad Gita. Her back-
ground encompasses major religious beliefs.  Born in the United Kingdom, she attend a small, rural Anglican 
church as a child and was educated by Ursuline nuns. After immigrating to the United States in 1970, she was 
drawn to the Buddhist path and followed its meditation practices for many years.  She has now found a home in 
the Hindu tradition – also known as Vedic spirituality. 
 

Professionally, Ms Renault worked in the entertainment industry for 20 years, including as vice president of com-
munications at E! Entertainment Television.  She left Los Angeles for Atlanta in 1996 and started her own firm, 
now specializing in media and presentation training.  She is also a mixed-media artist and a sculptor.  

 Adult Sunday Class Will Explore Bible on Economics 
What does the Bible say about economics? What can the words of scripture teach us during this time of economic 
downturn?  Throughout May, the Morningside Bible Class will explore a number of biblical passages that address 
the subject of economics. We will consider the importance of these passages for our own time and place as well 
as their particular historical context. Though the distance between the tribal society of Abraham and Sarah and 
our lives in the postindustrial age may be great, the call to economic justice and concern for others remains as 
relevant as the daily news. We also will study how the economics of scripture have been interpreted in the his-
tory of the church, from catacombs to medieval cathedrals, from Puritan severity to the prosperity gospel. This 
five-week series begins on May and meets each Sunday morning at 9:45 in Room 201. 

May 
Birthdays  
2 Rachel Spears 

4 Jennifer James 

5 Alex Prevost 

5 Tish Craddock 

6 Shannon Pengelly 

6 Brian Rouse 

6 Matt Prevost 

6 Jessica Johnson 

6 Ian Bresnahan 

6 Jennifer Pittman 

7 Hollis Holmes 

7 Kate Keaveney 

9 Ward Howell 

9 David York 

10 JoAnn Kearns 

10 Sheryl Wingert 

11 Trent Kean 

11 Bob Wells 

12 Laura Edgerton 

12 Glenn Small, Jr. 

14 Jay Myers 

14 Mardee Rightmyer 

14 Sarah Beth Gehl 

15 Harrison James 

15 Nancy Frampton 

16 Bryan Smith 

17 Sam Tomaka 

18 Rosemary Wells 

19 Randy Brookins 

20 Anthony Cochran 

21 Lauren Fairleigh 

22 Jeff Hackney 

22 Pearl Weathers 

23 Michelle Berreth 

24 Todd Brawner 

25 Van Jensen 

26 Breck Kean 

27 Alan Penrod 

28 Daisy Ottmann 

30 Carole Jacobsen 

31 Kate Parrish 

31 Walter Czander 

31 Katy Means 
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Build Vacation Plans Around Summer Fun Programs for Kids 
Can you tell Samson from Samuel or Peter from Paul? Ever wished you’d learned more about the foundation of 
our belief — the Bible — when you were younger?  Our elementary-age kids will have a chance to build this fun-
damental knowledge through our summer Sunday school curriculum, starting May 10.  Elementary ages will join 
together for the summer months to explore the books of the Bible.  We will investigate groups of books (such as 
the Gospels or books of poetry) while hearing a story from each set of writings.  Activities will include crafts, 
drama and songs with the older children helping lead. 
 

In addition, we’ll offer three day and sleep-away camps: 

�Register by May 31 to join the fun of exploring how we can care for God’s creations.  Children age 
three by May 31 through fifth grade are welcome “All Aboard the Ark” each day 8:45 a.m.- noon as are 
their friends and neighbor kids.  The registration form for kids and adult helpers can be found on the 
bulletin board across from Room 105 or on our website, www.morningsidepc.org. 

�Children who have completed second through fifth grades are invited to join the outdoor and overnight 
fun at Camp Calvin, south of Atlanta, July 12-17.  Contact Melinda Sandkam to get your registration 
forms notarized.   

�Finally, our first MPC Mission Camp will be July 27-30 for children who have completed grades one 
through five.  Each day’s activities will focus on how we can reach out to different groups – animals, the 
environment, sick children, those facing hunger.  And don’t miss the field trips!  All for only $50.  

 

Scholarships are available for our summer activities.  Contact Melinda, our program director, with questions. 

 
 

Morningside Green Space 
 

We have good news and we have good news.  As you’ve probably heard, MPC received a matching grant 
from Georgia Interfaith Power & Light (GIPL) to increase the church’s energy efficiency, lower utility bills 
and decrease our carbon footprint.  The other good news is we’ve found an innovative way to match the 
$2775 we need to raise to complete our matching commitment:  The Georgia Power Credit Program. 

This program helps control the power used by your home's air conditioner. It works like this: Georgia 
Power installs a switch on your air conditioner. When the demand for electricity peaks, Georgia Power 
will reduce the length of an occasional running cycle of your air conditioner. Once the equipment is in-
stalled, you will receive a $20 credit on your GA Power bill.  You also receive $2 credit each time the sys-
tem is activated.  If you sign up through MPC, our congregation also receives $20 and our friends at GIPL 
get $5, too. 

The power setbacks (if any) only occur between the hours of noon and 7 p.m. and run from two to four 
hours.  Mardee Rightmyer and Lynn Hogue signed up last summer and say they never noticed much differ-
ence.     

Sign up or learn more by visiting the Environmental Action Committee table during fellowship hour May 3 
or download the sign-up form from MPC’s website. Apartment-dwellers or those who otherwise can’t 
participate are invited to donate to the church designated for “GIPL grant.” 
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Men of Morningside Will Gather on Cinco de Mayo 
Since the monthly “Theology on Tap” program for the Men of Morningside program falls on Tuesday, May 5, the meal 
will follow a Cinco de Mayo theme. Beginning with the supper at 7 p.m. at the home of Al Adams (136 Westminster 
Drive NE, 30309), the following discussion led by Assoc. Pastor Chris Henry will focus on the role of the Bible in our 
individual and communal lives.  

The Hebrew scriptures and the New Testament often have been the battleground for theological and ethical battles in 
the church. Against this background, we will consider what the Bible is and what it means to us. Let’s get together and 
share our perspectives on the role of scripture in the current religious landscape surrounding us. For more informa-
tion, contact Chris. 

In addition, men should note our upcoming second annual ‘men’s escape’ to the North Georgia mountains Saturday, 
June 27, hosted by John Hawkins and John Watson at the beautiful home of John and Ann Watson in Suches. More 
details are on the way, but be sure to have the date circled on your calendar for this memorable, relaxing day-long 
trip. 

Younger Moms, Professional Women Invited to Join ‘Lydia’s Circle’ 
How fun is this!  A new social and service circle for the younger women in our congregation, named for the biblical 
matriarch Lydia, will meet the second Thursday of each month from 7 to 9 p.m., beginning May 14. Attendees can 
expect light hors d’oeuvres and a discussion of the best format for future get-togethers. 

Besides building ties through talking and sharing experiences, members will concentrate on helping children within 
our community.  Carrie Branon hosts the first meeting (786 San Antonio Dr., 30306). RSVP to her at 404 272.5999 
or carriebranon@yahoo.com.  Refer questions to the organizers:  Carrie, Tara Parrish and Blair Weikel. 

What Foods Go with Pentecost! Come Find Out May 31 

We enjoyed a Mediterranean supper on Maundy Thursday—now we’re promised a Pentecost-themed feast for our 
next congregational lunch. Plan to stay after worship May 31 (which is the weekend after Memorial Day this year) for 
this festive gathering.  Respond to the church office by May 27 if you plan to attend and donations will be accepted to 
cover costs.  Program Director Melinda Sandkam is looking for set-up help on the morning of May 28, and serving 
and clean-up crews for May 31. 

HELP! HELP! HELP! 
�We’re down to the final Saturdays to help build a home for Ashley Barron and her young son as we 
wind up our latest Habitat for Humanity build May 16, a day we’ll also be providing lunch for workers 
and those who attend the home dedication.  Sign up in the Narthex or check with Lynsley Tyler 
(lynsley@bellsouth.net ) or Chip Edgerton (jle844@att.net). 
�Our beautiful new space and growing congregation is bringing out the brides! And our new Wedding 
Guild is looking for helpers to make sure their special days run smoothly.  This is an easy short-time mis-
sion serving our own.  Contact Ann Benson at the church office or Leslie Prince 
(leslie.prince@comcast.net) to be a part of the team. 
�Did you love the Easter floral displays?  They were created by our Flower Guild, which consists of both 
expert, novice and wanna-be arrangers. More hands are needed and on-the-job training is always avail-
able.  Georgia Marshall (gkmarshall@gmail. com, 404 909.3477) shepherds the team. 



 

 

On behalf of the Children and Youth Ministries Team, Carolyn Morton, Emilie Paille and Mardee Right-
myer collaborated to develop the upcoming children’s Christian education curricula, which Session approved.  
For summer, elementary-school-aged children will study the Books of the Bible.  Beginning in the fall, preschool 
children will be taught from the “God Loves Me” series.  Elementary-school-aged children will learn from the 
“We Believe” series.  We are blessed to have 140 children attending our classes and worship.  This curriculum 
was designed based on input from parents, who said they wanted children’s CE to have a strong foundation of 
Bible study and Bible stories. 

Sarah Tomaka presented a report from Morningside Preschool, making special note about the Spring Fling be-
ing a “wild success” this year.  MPP raised twice the funds they did at last year’s Fling. 

David Wingert, team leader for Commitment Ministries, said each member will receive a pledge payment pro-
gress letter with their first quarterly pledge report.  He has also written a letter to new members who have not 
yet formally pledged, encouraging them to do so.  Randy Parrish sent letters to members with status of their A 
Time of Promise pledges, to help keep members apprised of their pledge payments. 

Randy submitted the first quarter Treasurer’s Report.  In summary, he noted that MPC is “weathering a difficult 
environment as well as could be expected.”  He asked that all team leaders exercise expense control.  The session 
also approved a minor revision to MPC’s loan agreement with the Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program 
that slightly tightens PILP oversight of our loan repayment. 

It was noted during Team Leader Sarah Tomaka’s Mission Ministries update that Intown Community Assis-
tance is undergoing reconstruction with the help of a newly appointed vision team.  Sarah also reported that MPC 
collected $1,455 during One Great Hour of Sharing, one of MPC’s special offerings. 

Leslie Prince, team leader of Evangelism Ministries, gave a special thanks to all the volunteers who came out to 
make the Easter Egg Hunt and Spring Fling so successful as a means of outreach to our local community.  On 
Easter Sunday, MPC hosted 600 adults and children.  Leslie noted the next Lunch ‘n Learn for new members is 
scheduled for June 7. 

Pastor Joanna Adams was one of two recipients of the Distinguished Alumnus/Alumna Honoree award at a 
dinner Apr. 20 at Columbia Seminary.  Rev. Christopher Henry noted it was a very nice event and a very spe-
cial honor for Joanna. 

         Ruthlyn Newell 

         Clerk of Session 

 

Elders on Call for May    Deacons on Call for May 
Jim Armstrong  May 3-9   Shari Tant   May 3-9 
Emilie Paille   May 10-16   Bradley Odom  May 10-16 
Daisy Ottmann  May 17-23   Tim Gargis   May 17-23 
Lynn Hogue   May 24-30   Collier Maxwell  May 24-30 
Michael Perez  May 31-June 6  Betsy Holland  May 31-June 6 
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Team Organizes to Seek Far-Flung Mission Challenges 
Richard Brownlee heads the new Global Missions team looking at ways for MPC to effectively find and participate in ser-
vice projects beyond our community.  Some of the church’s existing outreaches include Six Star, a ministry working with 
immigrant families (see the Spotlight on Page 6); the rice bowl and heifer collections and a portion of the One Great Hour 
of Sharing collection designated for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA, national and international needs). 
 

Morningside also has a history of mission trips, most recently to Honduras, Appalachia, Guatemala, and the Gulf Coast (see 
Page 5 Spotlight). To consider for future trips are due diligence (background checks on organizations other than PDA), 
scheduling (lead time and trip time), cost (at personal expense or with assistance through church budget or other fundrais-
ing projects), and purpose (work, education, cultural immersion).   

As Joanna Adams points out, the purpose of global mission is to assist people in other countries, not individual ‘missionary’ 
satisfaction.  For example, the cost of airline tickets for an international mission might better used to cover the expenses of 
a school or medical facility. We can give directly, offer prayer and educate our congregation about the issues of a single 
country. It’s ‘global’ to work with immigrant fellowships within our presbytery and our community and reestablish a rela-
tionship with Villa International, a hostel near Emory University.  However, international mission trips are also possible.  
 

Committee member Valerie Baginsky will research an organization working in Mozambique.  Emilie Paille, who is going to 
Liberia as a member of a Mercer Mercy group, will collect information on that country. Two or more people are needed 
to research for a national mission work trip.  The next opportunity to immerse yourself in this vital team’s operations will 
be Sunday, June 14, after worship upstairs in Room 201. 


