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December 2009 Worship at Morningside 
December 6, 2009 

Sermon:  “Holy Comfort” 
Texts: Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

Joanna Adams preaching 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

Children’s Choirs 
New Member Sunday 

 

December 13, 2009 
“Great Music of Christmas 2” 

Traditional carols plus works by Handel, Holst, and Rutter 
 

December 20, 2009 
Sermon:  “In the Flesh” 
Text: Luke 1:39-45 

Joanna Adams preaching 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 

 

December 24, 2009 
4:30 p.m. Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

8 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

Choir, instruments, and soloists 
Meditation: “Revelation” 

Text: John 1:1-14 
Joanna Adams preaching 

 

December 27, 2009 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Sermon:  “Come Before Winter” 
Texts: Luke 2:22-32; II Timothy 4:9-13, 19-22 

Joanna Adams preaching 



 

 

                                   From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends,                                             
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A friend recalls her mother’s parting words years ago as she pulled out of the driveway and headed 
off to college: “Remember Sue, it’s not the moment of leaving that matters in life.  It’s everything 
that happened before the leave-taking that matters.”   
 

You and I have a few lively holiday weeks to share before my leave-taking on Jan. 10, and I shall look upon every 
event, every encounter, every conversation as treasures to take with me on my journey to retirement from parish 
ministry.  These past five-and-a-half years have been the most precious of the past thirty.  Along with my Bible, 
my Book of Common Worship, and traveling communion kit, I will take with me a host of precious memories of you.  
I shall remember the sad occasions and the joyful ones with equal amounts of gratitude, as God is present as much 
in our losses as in our gains.  Together, we have grown in faith, hope, and love.  Together we have been Christ’s 
body for the world.  Together, we have prayed and sung the songs of Zion.  I shall always be a part of you, and 
you, a part of me. 
 

In recent days, I have been asked two reoccurring questions: 

•  Why are you retiring? 

•  Why can’t you retire and stay at Morningside?   
 

The answer to the first question is simply that it’s time.  For more than half my life, I have been either preparing 
for or practicing ministry.  Al and I have two grandchildren who are growing up fast.  We want to be there for 
them more.  On Dec., 22, Al and I will celebrate our forty-fourth wedding anniversary.  A few months ago, he 
said to me, “I read in a book that there is such a thing as a weekend.  Should we see if that’s true?”  The other set 
of reasons has to do with Morningside.  Our congregation is on the threshold of a new chapter, and new chapters 
call for fresh energy and innovative ideas.   
 

As to why Al and I cannot stay, I can simply say that the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta has the following 
policy: 

“Upon dissolution of the pastoral relationship, departing pastors will be expected to cease performing all 
pastoral functions in the church unless invited in accordance with Book of Order G-14.0606.  In addition, de-
parting pastors will not participate in the life and work of the church for at least one year…  The policy 
supports new pastors in deciding whether to extend an invitation to former pastors and commits Presbytery 
to supporting the departing pastor, the new pastor, and the congregation.” 

 

To translate into non-policy language, I’ll quote our friend Barbara Brown Taylor:  “…the accumulated wisdom 
of our tradition says that it is hard for a congregation to latch onto a new pastor with the old one still hanging 
around.” 
 

I look forward to sharing Advent and Christmas with each of you in this great church, to which I have given my 
heart, mind, and soul. 
 

           Your pastor, 
                                                      
                                                                                                  
      Joanna 



 

 

                                                  Inside Morningside 

Operations Ministry Team Manages Daily, Long-Term Facility Needs 
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Not so long ago, everything from changing light bulbs to swamping out overflowing window wells fell to the lot 
of the few, the proud, the exhausted members of the Property Committee.  Thanks be to God, those days are 
past!  With professional property management under Randy Young, our great Sexton Gus Restrepo and renova-
tions under A Time of Promise, MPC’s infrastructure is in far better shape. 

But there’s no time for slacking.  The facilities subteam of Operations Ministries has full hands overseeing day-to-
day upkeep issues, long-range planning and the occasional emergency, such as a tree falling across our driveway. 
Here are some recent highlights from John Watson’s Operations Ministries Team: 

• The almost-antique air-conditioning system in Fellowship Hall was replaced in November.  The work was 
funded in part by the Georgia Interfaith Power & Light grant applied for by the Environmental Action Com-
mittee. 

• Heater repair and boiler maintenance--the church needs a new boiler, but our financial plans afford repair, 
not replacement, of major systems. 

• Coming soon:  our own recycling bin!  MPC generates a great deal of paper, even with reuse. 

• Yes, we still have a few leaky spots, but they are being eliminated one by one. 

Morningside Milestones 
• The Women’s Bible Study Wednesday, Dec. 2, will be the last in this format led by Rev. Joanna Adams. In com-

memoration, the gathering will begin with a reception in the Welcome Center at 9 a.m., followed by the final 
discussion of “Great Questions in the Bible” at 10 a.m. in Room 201.  All women are invited to this celebration. 

• Did you notice the garden bench on the patio leading to our new entrance?  That, along with so much of our new 
landscaping, is thanks to the generosity of the family of frequent visitor Bill Welch.  How we appreciate this lov-
ing gift to our church! 

• Ruthlyn Newell, our Clerk of Session, has begun the annual task of pulling together church and ministry team re-
ports for MPC’s annual meeting in January and for Presbytery review.  One early note is that our church mem-
bership stands at 429 as of the end of November.  What will be the total after New Member Sunday Dec. 6? 

• Twins Nick and Candy Treschitta were baptized in a special home ceremony Nov. 15.  We rejoice with parents 
Betty and Dominick and their family. 

• We shared beautiful memories of the life and contributions of William Wheelock “Bill” McClure at a memorial 
service at MPC Nov. 10.  We extend our sympathies to our members Jeannette and Bill Jr. and the entire 
McClure family. 

• Welcome to children’s worship leader Alex Barnes, a first-year student at Columbia Theological Seminary from 
Ohio. He’s overseeing the kindergarteners and first-graders and invites you to stop by and have some goofy fun 
with his class. 

Morningside Men Welcome Special Woman 
Morningside’s Senior Pastor, Joanna Adams, will be the special guest of the Men of Morningside as she reflects on 
the topic “How the Church Has Changed.” In more than 30 years of ordained ministry, Rev. Adams has seen 
many significant transformations in our denomination and in the wider Christian community. We will also discuss 
what the church of tomorrow might be.  This special “Theology on Tap” program will follow supper on Tuesday, 
Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. at the home of Ken Sharpe (1700 Timberland Road, 30345). For more information or to RSVP, 
contact Assoc. Pastor Chris Henry. 
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Music and Services Music and Services Music and Services Music and Services     
This Christmas Eve offers something MPC has not done for quite a few years:  a worship service especially tailored to 
engage children. Beginning at 4:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, the service will feature children participating in worship lead-
ership, music with the Treble Choir, the Morningside Handbell Choir, and Derek Matthews at the piano. The service 
will last 45 minutes and a nursery will be available. 
At 8 p.m., MPC will present our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols, a traditional program that also 
serves as a bit of a homecoming. Meditation by Joanna Adams.  Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and again, there will be 
childcare offered. 
On Sunday, Dec. 13, the Chancel Choir will lead worship. Led by Choirmaster/Organist Walter Huff, the choir will 
sing traditional carol arrangements, spirituals, and works by Handel, Holst, Rutter and Vivaldi. 

Christmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas Pageant    
More than 35 kids will grace the stage—and environs—for MPC’s annual Christmas Pageant, Sunday, Dec. 20, at 5 
p.m.  Our newest baby, Charles Arnold, will portray the Christ Child.  As in past years, we’ll serve a soup and chili 
supper after the pageant, followed by caroling by all who would like to stay and sing in Fellowship Hall.  This is also the 
evening we collect hats, gloves and scarves for guests at the Shearith Israel Women’s Shelter. 
 

As a reminder, Melinda Sandkam needs help with costumes, set and ‘herding the sheep’ during Sunday morning re-
hearsals and at the pageant.  Tony Fishpaw is your contact to help with dinner and stage work. 

Decking the HallsDecking the HallsDecking the HallsDecking the Halls    
Boughs of holly—also magnolia and other sturdy greens:  if you’ve got some to spare in your yard, contact Georgia 
Marshall of the Flower Guild.  We need them for the halls, tables and window wells. The decorating team will come 
gather them, or you can bring cuttings any time and place them in buckets of water located by the handicapped entrance 
near the playground. 
 

If you’d like to help decorate, Friday, Dec. 4, will be the workday for wreaths and garlands. Friday, Dec. 11, will be the 
day for the Chrismon tree, window greenery, poinsettias, window wells and Narthex arrangements.  We also need vol-
unteers to deck a weekly Advent tree for the Welcome Center that is then relocated to Fellowship Hall (so much easier 
with the elevator!).  Philip Hawkins is the man to see to volunteer and find out details. 
 

As always, you’re invited to sponsor the holiday displays with a $10 donation per name you would like to have recog-
nized in a bulletin supplement.  

                                              Spotlight on the Season 

Advent StudyAdvent StudyAdvent StudyAdvent Study    
Enrich your Christmas with a daily devotional throughout Advent. Devotional booklets are available in the Narthex, 
Welcome Center and Fellowship Hall. 
 

It’s not too late to join this year’s Advent series, “Advent Through the Eyes of Those Who Waited.” This four-session 
study journeys from the ancient Hebrew prophets who spoke with passion of the coming of the Messiah, through the 
wilderness where John the Baptist came preaching repentance and preparation for the coming of God’s kingdom, to the 
hope-filled prayers of two expectant mothers, Mary and Elizabeth.  
 

As we move through Advent together, we also will ask the question, “What are we waiting for this Christmas?”  Every-
one in the congregation is invited to join us for the inspiring journey from hope to joy!  The Morningside Bible Class 
meets each Sunday at 9:45 a.m. in Room 201 and is taught by Assoc. Pastor Chris Henry.  In addition, there will be a 
seasonal discussion after Christmas on Sunday, Dec.  27. 
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Yule Help OthersYule Help OthersYule Help OthersYule Help Others    
Our recipe collection, Morningside Cooks, makes a great last-minute gift—and some have already been wrapped!  Your 
$12 purchase benefits Mission Ministries, as do proceeds from our $15 boxes of Christmas cards featuring a photo of 
last year’s Service of Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary. 
 

It’s time to be a friend to Shearith Israel.  Besides being the season to donate warm duds for the residents of the 
Women’s Shelter, it’s also time to sign up to spend an evening serving a prepared dinner and staying overnight. After 
setting out breakfast items in the morning, you leave by about 6:30 a.m. We need two ‘sleepers’ a night, Dec. 3-6. See 
Amy DeBaets to help out. 
 

Got tots?  Whether you’ve got children in Morningside Presbyterian Preschool or are a member of our congregation, 
you can entrust your infants through elementary-agers to MPC for an evening of free babysitting Monday, Dec. 7, from 
5 to 8 p.m. This annual event gives parents a 3-D treat:  they Drop off the kids, Decorate or Dine--whatever they 
choose, while the kids enjoy age-appropriate activities.  You must sign up with Melinda Sandkam, including the ages of 
your children.  Needless to say, many sitter volunteers are vital to this outreach program. 
 

Like making dessert?  Sign up to provide one for the annual Adopt-a-Grandparent holiday reception Saturday, Dec. 5 at 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, 17 Meldon Ave., SE, 30315). Debbie Fox is shepherd for this outreach and has details. 
 

Also, we have until Dec. 13 to help hungry Atlantans enjoy meals this holiday season by filling the six Atlanta Commu-
nity Food Bank barrels in our halls. Just a few of the non-perishable food items suggested include peanut butter, canned 
tuna and other meats, soups, stews, pastas, canned fruits and vegetables, whole-grain low-sugar cereals and more. 
 

Both the Treble and Cherub children’s choirs will sing for the men at Druid Hills Night Shelter on Sunday evening, 
Dec. 13, while their families will provide dinner for the 30 guests. 

Fun Times!Fun Times!Fun Times!Fun Times!    
Parties and excursions also fill the calendar.  While some groups take the month of December off (Lydia’s Circle, 
Women’s Roundtable, RHO Readers) others have announced holiday plans.  The Young Adults will celebrate Saturday, 
Dec. 5, at the home of Anna and Miguel Garcia (739 Wildwood Pl. NE, 30324). 
 

On Sunday, Dec. 6, there’ll be ice-skating in Centennial Park after worship for kids in grades two through six.  The 
necessary medical consent forms must be turned in to the church office by Wednesday, Dec. 2. A $15 fee covers ice 
skating and lunch. RSVP to children’s worship leaders Alicia Wilson or Tyler Brock. Chaperones and transportation 
volunteers needed! 
 

The Couples’ Group will go out to dinner Friday, Dec. 11.  Shepherd Kathy Bremer encourages all interested couples 
to come and get acquainted on this purely social occasion.  Session members also will get together that evening at 7:30 
p.m. at the home of Daisy Ottmann (2539 Ellijay Dr. NE, 30319). 
  

If you’re ahead of the game on cooking and wrapping and decorating, or 
if you just need a break, a mixed bunch of Morningsiders are planning 
to play trivia on Tuesday, Dec. 15, at George’s on N. Highland. Plan to 
arrive by at least 7 p.m. to secure a seat and dinner; trivia starts at 8 
p.m. 
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Your Session at Work: November 16 Meeting 
• Carolyn Morton, team leader for Children and Youth Ministries, reported that Morningside will offer 

families with young children their own Christmas Eve service.  The service will be held in the sanctuary be-
ginning at 4:30, led by the children and youth.  The church also will hold its regular 8 p.m. Service of Lessons 
and Carols. 

• Melinda Sandkam provided an update on activities with the Preschool.  The Funderball fundraiser boosted 
MPP’s receipts by some $9,000.  The MPP committee approved a second scholarship for a child in the 
school.  The committee will offer teachers a wellness allowance in 2010 to offset the cost of their personal 
health insurance. 

• Co-chair of the Finance Committee Bobbie McCrackin reported that year-to-date receipts are lagging 
what was budgeted for 2009.  In response and to end this year in the black, Session set a goal to adjust the 
2009 budget by withholding certain expenditures until or unless receipts increase to budgeted levels. 

• The session unanimously re-elected Randy Parrish Treasurer for 2010.  This will be Randy’s eighth term as 
MPC’s financial guru.  Thank you, Randy. 

• Team leader of Operations Ministries John Watson reported that the second workday with Trees Atlanta 
was a huge success, largely due to the hard work of Mary Chapman and Beth Baer.  He also reported that the 
meditation space in the ravine completed by Nick Miller, one of Haygood Methodist’s Eagle Scout candidates, 
is truly magnificent.  We will recognize Nick’s achievement at a worship service soon.   

• Environmental Action Committee Chair Sarah Tomaka moved that Morningside approve the Presbytery of 
Greater Atlanta’s resolution to urge the Georgia General Assembly to pass a law to prohibit over time the 
purchase of mountaintop property for the purposes of coal removal.  The resolution also seeks a moratorium 
on the building of new coal-fired electrical generating facilities until July 2014. Session unanimously voted to 
support the resolution. 

• David Wingert, team leader of Commitment Ministries, provided initial results from pledge Sunday Nov. 
15.  We received 101 pledges for $430,000.  We need $675,000 in pledges to meet the proposed 2010 
budget.  David’s team and other volunteers will follow up members who pledged in 2009, but not yet this 
year, as well as new members who have not yet made their financial commitments. 

• Michael Perez, chairman of the Transition Team, reported that listening sessions continue for gathering 
members’ views of Morningside’s future.  The team also is making an online questionnaire available to Pre-
school parents.  The team will present results of the information gathering to the Pastor Nominating Commit-
tee and the congregation.  If you have opinions to share about how you see MPC in five years, please contact 
any member of the Transition Team.  Their names were listed in the October Messenger, which can be viewed 
on the church’s website. 

• Session unanimously voted to hold the church’s annual meeting immediately following worship on Jan. 31, 
2010.  Please mark your calendars.  More information will follow. 

 

       Ruthlyn Newell 

       Clerk of Session 
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December BirthdaysDecember BirthdaysDecember BirthdaysDecember Birthdays    
1 Richard Blanchard 
1 Becky Graham 
1 Olivia Rose Hunter 

2 Cathie Gay 
2 Eleanor Peebles 
3 Dawn Bell 
4 Angie Keller 
6 Tamara Nix 

6 Ted McMahan 

8 Baker Hubbard 
9 Derek Matthews 
10 Caitlin Hudgins 

10 Taylor Marshall  
11 Wendy Godfrey 
12 Kate Adams 
12 Sharon Pace 
13 Tony Menefee 

13 Linda Sweum 

13 Tom Tomaka 
14 Larry Strickland 
16 Teri Sawyer 

17 Philippe Regnault 
19 Ellen McGrew 
20 Shannon Lazzaro 
22 Margot Bittick 
23 Ali Howell 

23 Doug Self 

24 Annie Neill 
25 Nicholas Lazzaro 
27 Nancy Anderson 

29 Ken Pramik 
30 Annie 
McNeill 

Elders on Call for DecemberElders on Call for DecemberElders on Call for DecemberElders on Call for December    
Bobbie McCrackin December 6-December 12 

Mardee Rightmyer December 13-December 19  
John Watson  December 20-December 26 
Jim Armstrong  December 27-January 2  

Deacons on Call for DecemberDeacons on Call for DecemberDeacons on Call for DecemberDeacons on Call for December    
Shari Tant  December 6-December 12  
Nancy Collins  December 13-December 19  
Betsy Holland  December 20-December 26  
Betsy Holland  December 27-January 2  

Best Wishes for Peace on Earth and in Our Hearts This ChristmasBest Wishes for Peace on Earth and in Our Hearts This ChristmasBest Wishes for Peace on Earth and in Our Hearts This ChristmasBest Wishes for Peace on Earth and in Our Hearts This Christmas    


