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April 2010 
Worship at Morningside 

 
April 4, 2010 
Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service-7 a.m. 
Light breakfast following service 
Traditional Worship-11 a.m. 

Special Music by Rutter, Charpentier 
Sermon: “What Are You Looking For?” 

Text: Luke 24:1-12 
Christopher Henry preaching 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 

April 11, 2010 
Sermon: “Hand-Witness Testimony” 
Texts: Acts 5:27-32; John 20:19-31 

The Rev. Dr. Catherine Taylor preaching 

 

April 18, 2010  
Sermon: “The Once and Future Church” 

Text: John 21:1-17 
Christopher Henry preaching 
New Member Sunday; Baptism 

 

April 25, 2010 
Sermon: “A Pastoral Kingdom” 

Texts: Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17  
Christopher Henry preaching 

  
 



 

 

                                 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends,                                             
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One Friday afternoon in mid-March, I drove east on I-
20 to Columbia, SC, (stopping for a pulled pork sand-
wich at Heavy’s BBQ in Crawfordville, of course!). A 
very good friend was recently ordained as Associate 
Pastor for Youth and their Families at Shandon Presby-
terian Church, and I was anxious to see his new home 
and the beautiful city of Columbia. That evening, 
David invited me to be an honorary chaperone for the 
middle-school “late night at the church” event. We 
arrived at the church at 6 p.m. and the sixth- through 
eighth-graders began to appear by the dozens. By 
6:30, the church gym was abuzz with activity: dodge 
ball, basketball, tag, and clusters of middle-schoolers 
sharing the latest news with one another. By the time 
the pizza deliveryman arrived, 46 young people sur-
rounded us. After dinner, we boarded three of the 
church buses and headed to Frankie’s Fun Park for the 
rest of the evening. Everyone had a blast, and it was an 
eye-opening experience to watch a large and lively 
youth group in action.  

When I returned home that Saturday morning, I was 
exhausted by the abnormally (for me!) late night. But I 
was far more excited for the future of Morningside 
Presbyterian Church. All the wonderful young chil-
dren who have been baptized and nurtured in this con-
gregation in recent years are growing up quickly. Soon 
we will have a sizable group of middle-schoolers and 
therefore the responsibility, challenge, and blessing of 
continuing to nurture and support them. Now is the 
time to begin planning for this new chapter in the life 
of our congregation and this new emphasis in its mis-
sion and ministry. 

The percentage of teenagers and young adults who 
drift away from church during this formative period of 
their lives is staggering. But Morningside is not a 
church easily intimidated by gloomy statistics or de-
featist attitudes. This is a congregation rooted and 
grounded in the hope that, with God’s Spirit to guide 
us, our future is always one of promise and new possi-
bility. So it has been in recent years; so it will be in the 
years to come. 

With the awe-inspiring 
growth in our children and 
family ministries in the past 
five years, we have seen God’s 
presence among us. We have 
been inspired by the sight of 
51 infant baptisms since the 
fall of 2004 and we have been moved by the sounds of 
two robust children’s choirs. The connection to our 
Morningside Presbyterian Preschool has grown 
stronger and deeper, exemplified by the recent Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper. Under the direction of 
Melinda Sandkam, events such as our Christmas Pag-
eant, Easter Egg Hunt, Vacation Bible School, and Big 
Fun Days have grown exponentially. Last year,we 
added a weeklong Mission Camp and this year that 
program will expand. These are but a few examples of 
how this congregation has responded with vision and 
enthusiasm to the rapid growth in our children’s min-
istry. 

Two days after my trip to Columbia, Carolyn Morton, 
who chairs our Children, Youth and Families Ministry 
Team, led the devotional for our Session meeting. She 
read from the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 19. When 
his disciples attempt to prevent children from disrupt-
ing his ministry, Jesus offers them a stern reminder of 
what is at the heart of that ministry: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me…for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of heaven belongs.” Thanks be to God for the 
gift of children who give witness to the kingdom 
among us. 

   See you in church, 

 

 
 

   Christopher Henry 



 

 

                                                  Inside Morningside 

Finance  Committee  Launches  Regular  Report 
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This month we begin a new regular ‘financial report” feature in Morningside Messenger.  Our Finance Committee 
will provide year-to-date receipts and expenditures along with comparison to budget.  Each month we will also 
provide a brief commentary aimed at explaining any real or apparent anomalies. We hope to keep members up to 
date during this important year of transition in the life of our congregation.  

You are always welcome to contact any member of the Finance Committee for more in-depth explanation.  This 
month, feel free to contact this new column’s author Bill Humphries at bill48@bellsouth.net. 

 

           * 2010 budgeted expenditures exceed receipts.  Balance is by application of 2009 surplus. 

As you can see, collections are running slightly behind expectation and our expenses have been well-controlled in 
the first two months of 2010. We remain deeply grateful for the generous and faithful commitment of the Morn-
ingside congregation, particularly during these challenging economic times, which enable our ministry team lead-
ers to plan with confidence for future events and for our support for mission.    

         Bill Humphries 
         Finance Committee 

Period Ending February 28 YTD Actual YTD Budget * 

Receipts $111,564.61 $118,201.00 

Expenditures $111,628.72 $127,627.83 

Morningside Milestones 
 

• Is the water feeling hot, hot, hot? We’ve got a new water heater for the kitchen! Our Operations Ministries 
Team also (among many other activities) is interviewing gas service providers, looking to improve utility 
costs. 

• Where you, bin?  Find our new paper recycling bin next to the parking lot on the preschool side. Yes, anyone 
can deposit paper there. 

• Kudos to the 15 of the 22 ‘giving units’ who joined our church since last July and made stewardship pledges 
for 2010. 

 

April Birthdays 

3 Robert Bartis 

3 Alan Medearis 
4 Henry Jonas 

6 Joe Ballay 

6 Emma Christopher 
7 Michael Perez 

9 Austin Davis 

9 Cindy Metzler 
12 Hope Bothwell 

13 Greg Johnson 
13 Brent Mooneyham 

13 Mindy Potter 

14 Amy Santy 

16 Bryson Hankinson 
20 Sophie Markovic 

20 Thomas Markovic 

20 Isabella Perez 
20 Georgia Moore 

21 Frances Adams 

22 Sue Ballay 
22 William (Liam) Harris 

23 John Fillyaw 
23 Chip Edgerton 

23 Jesse Neill 

24 Rebecca Holmes 

25 Rebecca Kier 
25 Caroline Tanner 

26 Ruth Wells 

28 Alan Bremer 
29 Browning Fergus 

29 Walter Huff 

29 Ann Bowers 
30 David Fairleigh 

30 Marta Ringenberg 
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The Pastor Nominating Committee developed this chart to keep our members and friends apprised of our progress during the 
search process.  This chart doesn’t illustrate how long the search process will take—some steps will take longer than others. We 
are on step 4. 

Organization: Committee members are nominated by the MPC Transition Team and elected by 
the congregation. Initial meeting with representatives from the Committee on Ministry (COM) of the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta. 

Consult & Learn: Begin regular meetings. Receive and review report from Tran-
sition Team. Meet with members of Morningside staff to discuss priorities. Review and 
discuss PCUSA Handbook, On Calling a Pastor. 

Draft CIF: Write Church Information Form (CIF). This document will state 
the mission of MPC as well as describe the accomplishments of the church. The 
CIF also sets forth the qualifications and characteristics that are sought in our next 
Senior Pastor. At the end of this step, the CIF will be presented to the Session for 
approval and to the COM. 

Search: The CIF is posted on the national Presbytery website and the 
search is advertised to potential prospects. Recommendations are sought 
from the congregation and other external sources. An e-mail address is set 
up for recommendations from the congregation and others. Follow-up con-
tacts are made on referrals and further networking for recommendations. 

Review: Prayerfully evaluate each Personal Information Form (PIF) 
received. Review additional information on select candidates includ-
ing attending sermons or reviewing audio/video sermons. Conduct 
telephone interviews of select candidates. 

Interview & Selection: Personally interview top candi-
dates. Confidentially visit top candidates at their churches or 
other locations where they may be preaching. Make reference 
calls on top candidates. Conduct multiple in-depth conversations 
and visit with finalist(s). Pray and discuss candidates. Confer with 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta to extend a call to one candidate. 

Nomination: Call Congregational Meeting and vote on 
recommended candidate. Obtain approval from Presbytery 
of Greater Atlanta on call. 

Installation: MPC holds an installation service for 
the new Senior Pastor. Thanks be to God! 

PNC Search Process  

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 
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In Spring Birds Build Nests, MPC Builds Homes 
With the coming of spring weather, MPC once again 
joins four other area churches to build an affordable 
home for a hardworking Atlanta family. Coordinated 
by Habitat for Humanity, we’ll break ground Satur-
day, Apr. 10. Work continues every Saturday through 
May 22. 
 

Building experience isn’t required (the Habitat super-
visors are wizards who can find tasks for all), nor is 
MPC membership. Workdays begin at 8 a.m. and last 
into the afternoon, with lunch provided by volunteers. 
Two special ‘theme build’ days have been named:  

May 1 for dads and May 8 for our Young Adults; how-
ever, anyone is welcome to sign up for any of the 
available dates. 
 

This year’s homebuyer is Kimberly Crane, who works 
as a laundry attendant at the JW Marriott and lives 
with her daughter Keiana.  Each homebuyer works 
with Habitat to create ‘sweat equity’ in the home.  
Habitat builds are a fun way to connect with fellow 
Morningsiders as well as our community neighbors. 
See the Habitat bulletin board for more info or contact 
Lynsley Tyler (lynsley@bellsouth.net). 

Young  Adults  Announce  Seasonal  Plans 
What’s even better than an afternoon serving your 
fellow humans? Following up with an evening of fun, 
food and socializing. That’s on the radar screen for our 
active group of Young Adults. On Saturday, Apr. 17, 
they’ll meet at the Atlanta Community Food Bank 
(732 Joseph E. Lowery Blvd., 30318) and work from 
1 to 4 p.m. sorting, packing and weighing food for 
people in need.  
 

Afterwards, Anna and Miguel Garcia will host a casual 
dinner at their home (739 Wildwood Place, 30324). 
Bring a dessert or beverage to share and let Anna 
know if you’re planning to be there 
(garcia.miguel@comcast.net). 
 

Looking ahead, reserve May 8 for the Habitat build 
(Shannon and Lisa Harris are the contacts) and June 12 
for a dinner at the home of Wendy Ralph. 

Let Umbrella Be Your Smile for Druid Hills 
While we welcome showers 
after so many years of 
drought, those summer 
thunderstorms can be real 
misery if you’re homeless. 
Morningside’s monthly meal 
service for the 30 residents 
of the Druid Hills Night 

Shelter is ending—the shelter closes for the season in 
May. But we’ve got a plan! 

Look in the Welcome Center for the Druid Hills 
Rainy-Day Donation Box. By the time the shelter 
closes, we’d like to provide each man with an emer-
gency pack to include a new pair of socks, general toi-
letries and the much-needed rain gear, especially small 
collapsible umbrellas and heavy-duty ponchos. 

Women’s Roundtable Schedules ‘Disaster’ for April 
The final Women’s Roundtable before the summer 
break will learn more about disaster response, espe-
cially timely after major earthquakes in Haiti, Turkey 
and Chile and the approach of hurricane season. 
 

Featured speaker Apr. 26 will be Kathy Haworth, dis-
aster and training coordinator at the Metro Atlanta 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

All women from the congregation and community are 
invited.  The evening begins at 6:30 p.m. with dinner 
provided  by member volunteers at the home of Lynn 
Young (277 The Prado, 30309). RSVP via Betsy Hol-
land, betsy.holland@turner.com.  Women’s Round-
table will not meet in May, June and July. 

Ready to serve Sunday supper at the 
Druid Hills Night Shelter  
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Once again our parking lots and lawns will turn into 
Treasure Island for Morningside Presbyterian Pre-
school’s annual Spring Fling Family Festival, Saturday, 
Apr. 17, from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m.  There’ll be a 
bounty of fun, games and treats for all little bucca-
neers, but enjoyment for adults, too, including a new 
craft-shopping booth, “Morningside Made.” 
 

New food options include ice cream and crepes. Re-
turning will be the petting zoo, pony rides, face paint-
ing, games for all ages, obstacle course, toddler play 
area and a pirate ship.  Afraid you’ll feel seasick? Also 
new this year is a choo-choo train! 
 

Cruise Morningside Made to get a jump on gift shop-
ping or find treasures for yourself. Some of the crafts 
on sale will include notecards, jewelry for big and lit-
tle girls, needlework, pottery, nature photography 
and hand-bound books. Of course, sales will benefit 
MPP. 
 

The Fling is MPP’s main spring fundraiser and a great 
outreach opportunity both to preschool families and 
the community. Volunteering for a 1 ½-hour shift 
gives parents time to be with their kids. If you are able 
to help, please e-mail Melisa Prevost, 
moprevost1051@yahoo.com. 

Pirates, Mermaids Return for Spring Fling 

Spring, Summer Plans Include Going ‘Around the World’  

Our Morningside youngsters have a busy April 
planned, plus the opportunity to plan for summer 
camps, including our Vacation Bible School, “Around 
the World in 5 Days,” June 21-25. 
 

First up—and first day to register for VBS—is the an-
nual egg hunt Saturday, Apr. 3 (more about it on Page 
10).  Their mission for the month will be making sack 
lunches for Clifton Sanctuary Ministries. Then, on 
Apr. 18, our second- and third-graders will attend 
worship as a group, as they learn about our church 
life. They’ll be able to see their leader, Alicia Wilson, 
serve as liturgist that day and witness both a baptism 
and new-member reception.  
 

The Keaveney and Attwood families will welcome 
families with children pre-k and younger (and their 
older siblings, too) on Saturday, Apr. 24 at the Keave-
ney home (714 Sherwood Rd., 30324). Main dish and 
beverages will be provided. Bring a dish to share. 
There’ll be babysitters so parents can visit while kids 
play.  Watch for invitation and more details.  
 

The Elementary Extravaganza after worship Apr. 25 
will be a trip to Camp Calvin for youngsters in the 
second-through-sixth grades. Camp Calvin, the Pres-
byterian camp south of Atlanta, offers programs for 

various age groups. We’re encouraging MPC kids to 
attend together the week of June 27-July 2, but of 
course other weeks are available. Anyone interested in 
the camp, its facilities and programs is invited to come 
along Apr. 25.   
 

Those who sign up for Camp Calvin by May 1 will re-
ceive an early-registration discount of $25 and a 
matching $25 rebate from MPC.  Scholarships are 
available for all our camp programs—we don’t want 
anyone to miss out based on cost. See Carolyn Morton 
or Melinda Sandkam for details. 
 

VBS welcomes youngsters from age four through sixth 
grade.  Older kids who have completed grades three 
through six are invited to a free mini-camp Saturday, 
June 19, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., to prepare skits and learn 
to lead group time during VBS.  Cost for VBS is $25. 
 

Once again, Mission Camp will join our summer fare 
July 26-30, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. with an overnight 
expedition July 30.  Our children will get a hands-on 
experience in a different area of outreach every day, as 
they learn “It’s Not All About Me.” Mission Camp is 
for those who have completed grades two through six 
and costs a mere $100. 
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Adult Groups Encourage Sampling 
Both of Morningside’s adult Sunday classes will meet 
Easter morning as usual (see Page 10 for more about 
our Easter services). The subject matter for either 
group allows anyone to take part on any Sunday—
even first-timers.  Come and meet some new friends! 
 

The Morningside Bible Class continues its book-by-
book study of the New Testament. Each week, we are 
introduced to one of the New Testament writings and 
discuss key elements, themes, characters, and theo-
logical insights. The group meets Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
in Room 201 and is co-taught by MPC member Jim 
Martin and Assoc. Pastor Chris Henry.  
 

In April, we study some of the most poetic and theo-
logically rich letters of the New Testament. These 
books offer Easter hope and joy! Scheduled are Apr.4: 
Ephesians (Jim Martin teaching); Apr. 11: Philippians 
(Chris Henry teaching); Apr. 18: Colossians (Jim Mar-
tin teaching) and Apr. 25: First and Second Thessalo-
nians (Chris Henry teaching). 
 

Meanwhile, in Room 107, aka The Parlor, Katie Davis 
and Amy DeBaets, alternate leading the Faith Devel-
opment discussion class, also beginning at 9:45 a.m. 
Topics invite personal insight into spiritual growth 
both as individuals and as a community. 
 

In addition to Sundays, Morningside offers other times 
to meet and discuss Christian issues.  The next 
monthly Women’s Bible Study kicks off at 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, Apr. 1, with coffee and refreshments. At 
9:15, the group will study Acts 10:1-11:18 and dis-
cuss questions of inclusion in the church.  Rev. Chris 
Henry is leading the study, “The Beloved Community: 
Snapshots of the Church in Acts,” the first “local 
church history” ever written. Childcare provided. 
 

The men’s group, Theology on Tap, meets for dinner 
and a program monthly on the first Tuesday. Apr. 6 at 
7 p.m., the guys will gather at the home of Jay Myers 
(949 Plymouth Road NE, 30306). Rev. Chris Henry 
will lead a reflection on “Christianity and the Crash.”  
In light of recent news coverage of Christian theol-
ogy’s relationship to economics, we’ll review the his-
tory and discuss common assumptions. For more in-
formation or to RSVP, contact Chris. 
 

The Small Group Bible Study led by Link Marx meets 
in participants’ homes on alternate Wednesdays. On 
Apr. 7, the group will begin a four-week perusal of 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians. Contact Link at 
fmarx25@yahoo.com if you’re intrigued. 

MPC Welcomes Rev. Dr. Taylor to Pulpit 
Our next opportunity to listen 
and learn from a guest preacher 
will be Sunday, Apr. 11.  The 
Rev. Dr. Catherine Taylor, 
minister at large in the Presby-
tery of Geneva in upstate New 
York, will speak to us on 
“Hand-Witness Testimony.”                
 
A graduate of Duke University and Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary where she earned master’s and doc-
toral degrees, Rev. Taylor served locally at the 
Church of the Covenant and Church of the New 
Covenant and in an interim position at First Congrega-

tional United Church of Christ in Ithaca, NY.  She also 
is the sister of choir soprano and member Julie Green 
and daughter of member Julia Taylor. 
 
She has been a frequent preacher and speaker at na-
tional and regional conferences and featured on Day 1, 
the national radio program. Catherine is married to 
Robert Dean, a psychiatrist. They have two children, 
Tucker, an associate producer for "AdultSwim" with 
TBS here, and MacRorie, a sophomore at Denison 
University in Ohio.  
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Your Session at Work: March 15 Meeting 
• New Executive Presbyter Tom Evans joined the 

Session meeting following his participation in the 
Pastor Nominating Committee meeting.  He offered 
kudos about our PNC, saying it had the proper per-
spective on MPC and showed its willingness to put 
its collective shoulder to the wheel to find the right 
individual to next lead our church (See the PNC re-
port on Page 4).  Tom will serve as guest preacher at 
Morningside on Pentecost, May 23, and will stay for 
the congregational lunch following worship. 

• Tom also said he is working to re-develop our pres-
bytery’s electronic newsletter and would love to 
have volunteers to help with communications or 
technology.  If you’re interested in helping the Pres-
bytery with this project, please call the Presbytery of 
Greater Atlanta at 404 898.0711. 

• Morningside’s Triennial Review was led by Rev. 
Dave Kivett, a member of Presbytery’s Committee 
on Ministry.  After he asked Session several ques-
tions to solicit input, Dave offered comments of his 
own, saying, “Morningside deserves a pat on the 
back.  The church is handling the current transition 
very well.”  The next day in a message to Rev. 
Chris Henry, Dave offered additional thoughts, “I 
enjoyed getting to know you better and am excited 
for the future – for Morningside, for you and for the 
Church.” 

• During the Morningside Preschool Committee re-
port, Melinda Sandkam noted the high marks 
preschool parents gave MPP during a recent survey.  
For example, more than 90 percent of respondents 
agreed MPP’s environment was nurturing and pro-
vided quality education.  More than 95 percent of 
respondents agreed that the director (Sarah To-
maka) had implemented best practices and met or 
exceeded objectives.  More than 80 percent of re-
spondents agreed that MPP’s enrichment programs, 

such as the science program, were a positive experi-
ence. 

• Finance Committee Chair Bobbie McCrackin 
reported the committee had met with a representa-
tive from the Presbytery Investment and Loan Pro-
gram to discuss asking Morningside members to 
make personal investments in PILP.  This would re-
duce interest on MPC’s PILP loan, incurred under A 
Time of Promise, by one percentage point.  Session 
unanimously endorsed the committee’s recommen-
dation:  make information available to the congrega-
tion through standard communications vehicles 
about this opportunity and how it would benefit 
MPC and other churches.  It would be clearly 
pointed out that these investments would not be in-
sured. 

• Mardee Rightmyer, team leader of Discipleship 
Ministries, reported the new Faith Development 
class for adults, led by Katie Davis and Amy De-
Baets, is going well, as is the renewed Women’s 
Bible Study, next to be led by Rev. Chris Henry 
the first Thursday of April and May. 

• The Mission Team Ministry, led by Jay Myers, 
seeks replacements for Blair Weikel, who is mov-
ing to Switzerland with her family in April.  Blair led 
the Global Concerns Committee and the Six Star 
Refugee program.  To become more active in or 
lead either or both of these missions, please contact 
Jay.  We wish the Weikels the best in Basel. 

• Session commended actions by Taylor Morton and 
Leslie Prince in support of the Hunger Walk, 
which took place Mar. 14. (They raised more than 
$3,000—thanks to generous givers!) 

• Rev. Chris Henry joins the board of the Covenant 
Network in April. 

    Ruthlyn Newell  
    Clerk of Session 

 

Elders on Call for April 
Jay Myers   April 4-10 
David Wingert  April 11-17 
Art Sweum   April 18-24 

Van Crisco   April 25-May 1 

 

Deacons on Call for April 
Tim Gargis   April 4-10 
Bill Means   April 11-17 
Shari Tant   April 18-24 

Brenda Fishpaw  April 25-May 1 
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Morningside Ready to Greet Resurrection with Easter Joy 
Here it is, the culmination and glory of the Christian 
year:  Holy Week.  After the hosannas of Palm Sunday, 
we next come together for our Maundy Thursday Sup-
per, Apr. 1. That odd word, ‘maundy’ is derived from 
“mandate” and refers to Jesus’ sending his followers to go 
out and  “make disciples of all nations.” Our evening, 
coordinated by Melinda Sandkam, will feature a Mediter-
ranean style meal and our sharing in the Lord’s Supper. 

On Good Friday evening, at 7:30 p.m., we are encour-
aged to attend a community tenebrae service at Central 
Presbyterian Church downtown to commemorate 
Christ’s crucifixion. Childcare will be avail-
able during this solemn service. 

Happier—and hippity-hoppity—will be the 
mad scramble for dozens of hidden eggs Sat-
urday morning, Apr. 3, at 10:45. ‘Big’ and 
little kids each have their own areas to hunt 
and gather and other activities include face-
painting, treats and a chance to sign up for 

our next Vacation Bible School (see related story on Page 
7).  Egg hunters should bring their own baskets.  Coordi-
nators Melisa Prevost and Mimi Bittick welcome volun-
teers to hide eggs and supervise the hunt. 

The sun will rise at 7:19 a.m. on Easter morning and 
we’ll be greeting it on the front lawn with our first 
Easter Sunrise Service in many years.  Rev. Chris Henry 
will lead the worship beginning at 7 a.m.  It will last 
about 30 minutes and childcare will be available.  After 
the early morning service, the Congregational Nurture 
Team will provide a light breakfast.   Our glorious tradi-

tional 11 a.m. Easter service will follow, 
including the collection of our annual contri-
bution benefitting One Great Hour of Shar-
ing. A special gift earmarked for OGHS not 
only benefits the global mission of Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance but also concerns 
closer to home including Clifton Sanctuary 
Ministries.  


