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March 2011 
Worship at Morningside 

 

 

March 6, 2011 
Sermon: “Coming Down the Mountain” 
Texts: Matthew 17:1-9; Exodus 24:12-18 

Baron Mullis preaching 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 

 

March 9, 2011 
Ash Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
Sermon: “When You Fast…” 

Texts: Matthew 6:1-6; Psalm 51:1-17 
Baron Mullis preaching 

 

 

March 13, 2011 
1st Sunday in Lent 
Sermon: “Temptation” 

Texts: Matthew 4:1-11; Romans 5:12-19 
Baron Mullis preaching 

 

 

March 20, 2011 
2nd Sunday in Lent 

Sermon: “Go!” 
Texts: Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

Baron Mullis preaching 
 

 

March 27, 2011 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

Sermon: “Not Knowing Where We’re Going” 
Texts: Hebrews 11:8-12 

Dr. Douglas Oldenburg preaching 
Installation of Baron Mullis as Pastor 
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Dear Friends,           
First, the warmth of your welcome 
has overwhelmed me.  As I have 
been going from small group to 
small group through the past month 
in order to get to know you all and 
to give you a chance to get to know 
me, I have been struck over and 
over again by the realization that 
my impression of you from my visit 
(incognito) in August and from my conversation with 
your Pastor Nominating Committee was indeed accu-
rate.  You are a congregation that loves each other 
deeply.  It is good to be a part of that!  I am grateful. 

I’m also struck by a couple of other observations from 
what I have encountered.  Let me share with you what 
I’ve seen.  Morningside is a future-oriented congregation.  
By that I mean that it is clear to me that you are used to 
expecting big things from yourselves and achieving them, 
and your questions to me have shown me that you expect 
to keep on doing big things, necessary things, for the bet-
terment of our community and ourselves.  It is good to 
be a part of that!  I am grateful.   

Moreover, despite being a future-oriented congregation, I 
have also seen that Morningside is happy and productive 
now.  By that I mean that the love that I observed in Au-
gust and with your PNC is lived out in very tangible, 
hands on sorts of ways now.  That may be through Pick-
A-Pan, or visiting each other in time of turmoil, or sim-
ply the friendships that you enjoy right now.  It is good 
to be a part of that!  I am grateful. 

All of which is to say this is a great place, a wonderful 
congregation!  My hunch is you know that, but some-
times it just bears repeating. 

I am looking forward to gathering in smaller, more inti-
mate settings for dessert and coffee with you in March.  
As we continue this “getting to know each other” proc-
ess, I want to hear from you.  I want to know what ex-
cites you about Morningside.  I want to know what 
dreams you have for ministry.  Let’s talk about these 
things, because in talking about them, we’ll start to make 
plans to realize them.   

I am glad to be here.   

   Shalom,  
 

 

Get to Know Baron 
over Coffee, Dessert 
Want to spend some time getting to know Baron in an 
informal setting? The Transition Team will invite each 
member to a dessert and coffee gathering relatively close 
to where you live. Most gatherings are on weeknights, 
7:30-8:30 p.m., plus one in Decatur on a Saturday after-
noon.  Please be sure to RSVP so that we know how 
many to expect. However, if you cannot make the date 
and time of the get-together to which you are invited, 
you’re welcome to attend one of the other gatherings. 

• Saturday, Mar.12, 3-4 p.m.: Melinda Sandkam & 
Dianne Johnson co-host at Melinda’s (201 Superior 
Ave., Decatur, 30030) 

• Monday, Mar.14: Bill & Cindy Humphries host 
(1881 Dayron Trace, Marietta,30062) 

• Wednesday, Mar. 16: Alan & Kathy Bremer (785 
Cumberland Road, 30306) 

• Thursday, Mar. 17: Amy & Braxton Jarratt host 
(1697 N. Pelham Rd.,30324) 

• Tuesday, Mar. 22: Ruthlyn Newell hosts (1925 
Windham Park,30324) 

• Thursday, Mar. 24: Julie Green & Mardee Right-
myer host ( 2707 Pharr Rd.,30317) 

• Wednesday, Mar. 30: Kathleen & Ken Pramik host 
(1214 N. Highland, 30306) 

Stay tuned for additional dates. In the meantime, if you 
have questions, contact Transition Team Chair Michael 
Perez (404.483.4465, michaelperez.atl@gmail.com). 

 

Ash Wednesday 
The 40 day Lenten season of reflection and atonement 
leading to the joy of Easter begins Wednesday,  
Mar. 9.  Morningside Presbyterian marks this occasion 
with a solemn service in our Sanctuary at 7 p.m., includ-
ing the imposition of ashes on our foreheads as a sign of 
remembrance and penitence. Childcare will be provided 
in Room 105. 
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Morningside Milestones 
• Winter brought us a bountiful crop of new members 

in February: Donna Boren, Emily “Scotti” Chonko, 
Katherine Colmer, Rob Cromwell, Gregory Dorsey, Lee Douglas, Linda Marie Johnson, David Johnston, Brad and 
Amy Millard, Hal and Kimberly Nuckols, Anthony Owens, Rob Payne, Steve Smith and George Talley.  Thanks 
and welcome to our Morningside church family. 

• Michael and Cathie Gay’s family is growing, too. They and big sisters Bryce and Grace welcomed baby Emma 
Caroline Jan. 29. 

• Great news! Our now- annual fall retreat has moved up to Oct. 14-16 for 2011.  We will return to the William 
Black Lodge in Montreat, NC. Mark your calendars now. Contact Retreat Chair Mary Chapman at chap-
man.maryv@gmail.com if you would like to help with retreat planning or with any questions. A planning meeting 
will take place at 12:45 p.m. on Sunday, Mar. 6. 

• Support Morningside Presbyterian Preschool by enjoying dinner at George’s on N. Highland on Monday, Mar. 21. 
Mention MPP and a percentage of your meal bill will be donated. 

• MPCers must not be the only ones visiting our website, www.morningsidepc.org. Last year, our site drew 27,312 
visits from 16,625 different individuals representing 87 countries who downloaded hundreds of thousands of pages, 
podcasts, and other media. Since April 2008, we have had 65,019 visits from 110 countries.  Georgians account for 
51.6 percent of site visits with the majority coming from metro Atlanta.  Direct traffic accounts for a third of visits 
with another 5 percent coming from search engines and 14 percent from referring web sites.  

 

Dear MPC Congregation, 
     I wanted to share some news with you in regards to 
an exciting opportunity that has come my way. Last 
September, I was approached by San Diego Opera to 
be their Chorus Master for two productions in the 
spring of 2011 (which is almost here!). This would be 
the same type of work and preparation that I do for 
Atlanta Opera-- the San Diego productions being 
“Faust” and “Der Rosenkavalier.” I accepted this seven-
week opportunity in September, with the support of 
Atlanta Opera and Morningside. 
     I will certainly miss you all (between Mar. 7 and 
Apr. 25). This period of time is similar to that in 2008 
when I was in Europe with “Porgy and Bess.” I have 
assured the choir, and I assure you, that Morningside 
will be in good hands with qualified subs, leading your 
music and worship. (I have already chosen the choir's 
music through the end of April!) I will definitely miss 
you, but will be in contact with Baron and all staff 
regularly during this period. Thank you for your en-
dearing support of the MPC music program—and of 
this exciting endeavor. 
    Walter Huff 
   Organist/Choirmaster 

To learn more about Walter’s opportunity, visit the fol-
lowing website:  
http://ariaserious.blogspot.com/2010/11/our-2011-
acting-chorus-masters.html 

MPC Prepares to Install 
Baron Mullis as Senior Pastor 
You’ll want to be in worship Sunday, Mar. 27, when 
the service will include the installation of the Rev. Dr. 
Baron A. Mullis as our senior pastor and head of staff. 
A number of distinguished members of the Presbytery 
of Greater Atlanta form Baron’s installation commis-
sion, including the Revs. Joanna M. Adams and David 
Weitnauer.  Our special guest preacher will be the 
Rev. Dr. Douglas W. Oldenburg. 

Doug Oldenburg is no stranger to 
MPC, having spoken here most re-
cently in November 2008.  He is past 
president of Columbia Theological 
Seminary as well as former modera-
tor of the General Assembly.  He has 
also served many churches as pastor 

and since retirement has worked to encourage out-
standing students to consider pastoral ministry. 

Of course, there will be a special reception after the 
service.  In addition, we expect a larger-than-usual 
attendance and plan to offer parking assistance and 
shuttles.  To volunteer as a shuttle driver, contact 
Shannon Harris (404.863.4385, ShannonLHar-
ris@gmail.com).  
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Children’s Choir Begins Spring Practice with Guest Leaders 
Both the Cherub and Treble choirs will resume regular 
rehearsals at 6 and 6:30 p.m. respectively on Wednes-
days, Mar. 2 through May 11 (with these exceptions: 
Mar. 9, Apr. 6 and 20). The kids will welcome guest 
directors each week and for four weeks also will wel-
come MPC member Cynthia Holzheimer as our guest 
accompanist.  
 

Both choirs will present an end-of-year performance on 
Sunday, May 15, with a choir picnic to follow worship. 
 The search for our next regular part-time Children’s 
Choir Director continues, and if you know of someone 
with piano skills and experience leading children’s 
voices….  We’re taking inquiries and resumes via email 
at music@morningsidepc.org. Of course, MPC is an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Two Activities Promise Bright, Shiny Bits and Big Fun 
Girls who are in second grade and older and their moms 
(or mother-figures!) get their own night of crafty fun 
featuring not only beadwork but also horses. 
 

Following up on the guys’ February Game Night, on Sat-
urday evening, Mar. 12, here in Fellowship Hall, from  
6 to 8 p.m. Moms and Misses will enjoy crafts, pizza and 
an intro to horse camp at Calvin Center. RSVP now to 
Children’s Worship Leader Shavon Starling-Louis 
(shavon.starlinglouis@students.Ctsnet .edu). Horse 
camp will be held June 5-10. 
 

Moms Melissa Lawson and Lisa Jern are coordinating the 
beadwork, mosaic-making and horse camp aspects of 

evening, but non-parent volunteers are welcome, so let 
Carolyn Morton (carolynmorton@bellsouth.net) know 
if you can help with this event. 
 

Our final Big Fun Day of the school year welcomes both 
boys and girls of elementary age Saturday, Mar.19, 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. with a focus on Lent.  RVSP to Maggie 
Adams (magadams@gmail.com) and remember that kids 
are asked to each bring their own lunches now.  Contact 
Melinda Sandkam to let her know if you can volunteer 
that day. 

Help Our Kids Help Others Through Hunger Walk, Our House, Threads 

The MPC Double Digits (grades four through seven)) 
will participate in the Hunger Walk on Sunday, Mar. 13 
after worship. The five-kilometer walk (or run) starts at 
2 p.m. at Turner Field and is over by 4 p.m. Hunger 
Walk participants collect sponsorship funds to benefit 
local area food ministries including the Atlanta Commu-
nity Food Bank and the Presbytery of Greater At-
lanta.  Of course, you don’t have to be a Double Digit to 
come out and walk or run to support these causes. Shep-
herd Tony Fishpaw says our goal is to raise $2,000. 
  
Last year, the Hunger Walk raised $500,000 to fight 
hunger in the greater Atlanta area.  MPC has chosen to 
designate our funds raised for Intown Collaborative Min-
istries through ACFB.  If you and/or your Double Digit 
is interested in participating this year or if you do not 
have a Double Digit but would like to join us, please 
contact Heather Bardole at hefbardole@gmail.com to 

sign up.  See the display on the mission bulletin board 
near the Narthex to see which Double Digit you can sup-
port with your donation or go to the Hunger Walk 2011 
site www.hungerwalkrun.org and follow prompts to 
donate to ACFB, then find a group, then enter 
“Morningside Presbyterian”. 
 

You and your little ones are encouraged to go through 
the closet for those outgrown, gently used clothes for 
spring and summer weather for infant through 5 year 
olds. These items along with any size diapers and con-
tainers of wipes will be given to the Our House pre-
school in Decatur for children facing homelessness. Our 
collection is in partnership with Morningside’s preschool 
Mar. 14 through Apr. 1.  We’re also collecting new un-
derwear, socks and pajamas, for needy kids to ‘purchase’ 
through the Threads ministry. This collection ends Tues-
day, Mar. 8  at the Pancake Supper. 
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What Do Pancakes Say About Lent, Anyway? 

Volunteers Still Needed to Fight Back from Katrina 

 

Elders on Call for March 
Daisy Ottmann  March 6-12 
Anne Barnette   March 13-19 
Tom Daniel   March 20-26 
Jill Davis   March 27-April 2 
 

Deacons on Call for March 
Brenda Fishpaw  March 6-12 
Bill Means   March 13-19 
Anna Garcia   March 20-26 
Jeanne McCarthy  March 27-April 2 

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving, 
when the faithful confessed their sins to the local priest 
and received forgiveness before the Lenten season be-
gan.  Historically, Shrove Tuesday also marked the be-
ginning of the 40-day Lenten fasting period when the 
faithful were forbidden by the church to consume meat, 
butter, eggs or milk. However, if a family had a store of 
these foods they all would go bad by the time the fast 
ended on Easter Sunday. What to do?   

Solution: use up the milk, butter and eggs no later than 
Shrove Tuesday. And so, with the addition of a little 
flour, the solution quickly presented itself in... pan-
cakes…and lots of them!  Today, the Shrove Tuesday 
pancake tradition lives on throughout Western Europe, 
the United States, Canada and Australia, but is most as-
sociated with the UK where it is simply known as Pan-
cake Day. In France, (as well as here in the US, most fa-
mously in New Orleans) Mardi Gras is literally “Fat 
Tuesday,” with wild celebrations just before the austere 
Lenten season. 

At Morningside, we add pajamas and a clown to our 
Shrove Tuesday Celebration. Everyone’s welcome to 
join in the fun on Tuesday, Mar. 8, 5:30-6:45 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Pancakes will be served and Ruby the 
Clown will entertain.  Kids are invited to wear their fa-
vorite pajamas and all are encouraged to bring new paja-
mas, sock and underwear for the children served by the 
Threads Outreach of All Saints Episcopal Church.  Kids 
will also have an opportunity to take home a fish bank to 
fill throughout the season of Lent.  All those coins will 
support the Clown Program offered at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta. 

Buy items to donate, pull out your favorite PJ’s and plan 
to come out for a fun and easy dinner with our preschool 
community. If you have some time to give for set up, 
serving or clean up, sign up on bulletin board next to 
Session Room 103 or contact Jennifer James at 
jennjames@comcast.net.  

Even five years later, there’s still recovery work to be 
done from Hurricane Katrina.  Morningside members 
will travel to New Orleans in late May for a week with 
the RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans) pro-
gram.  RHINO is an outreach ministry of St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church that seeks to provide mean-
ingful service opportunities for out-of-state volunteers.   

Since opening its doors in October 2005, they have wel-
comed more than 4,000 volunteers and built 17 homes 
through Habitat for Humanity.  Final dates for a Monday
-Sunday trip are being chosen and a meeting will be set 
soon.  Contact Shepherd Duncan Spears 
(duncanspears@yahoo.com) with any questions. 

Morningside Offers a Few Hot Dates 
Our Habitat for Humanity build has laid the foundation 
and raised the frame for our spring house. Sign up to 
help complete a new home for a deserving family here in 
Atlanta Saturdays through April 2.  MPC will provide 
lunch to 50 volunteers on Saturday, Mar. 5, so even if 
you don’t “build,” please sign up to help provide this 
lunch. Contact Shepherd Lynsley Tyler with any ques-
tions (Lynsley@bellsouth.net ). 

Two special reminders:  Don’t be late Sunday, Mar. 
13—that’s when Daylight Savings Time begins and 11 
a.m. springs forward to noon.  And don’t be late Sunday, 
Mar. 20—plan ahead to miss the crowds and street clos-
ings for the annual ING Marathon.  We’ll have map info 
available in the Narthex. 

It’ll be a fun lunch with author and folklorist Joe Dabney 
as our speaker for One Gray Hair, Wednesday, Mar. 23 
at noon. Watch for sign-up info. 
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Your Session at Work:  February 21 Meeting 
• Youth and Children’s Ministries Team Leader Jill 

Davis asked the session to allow MPC’s youths to 
begin fundraising plans for this year’s mission camp 
trip to Heifer International in Arkansas this June.  
Session gave its unanimous OK for our kids to con-
duct a silent auction and sell “stock” in their mission, 
to raise necessary funds. 

• John Watson, Operations Ministries team leader, 
moved that Session approve the weather emergency 
policy submitted by his team.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  In the case of inclement weather, 
members are asked to check television stations ABC, 
NBC, CBS or Fox, or call the church office for a re-
corded message. 

• Session unanimously agreed to move its April meet-
ing so members could support MPC’s Hearts for 
Haiti mission initiative by attending a performance 
by Haiti’s Resurrection Dance Theatre on Apr. 18.  
Stay tuned for more information about this exciting 
opportunity to enjoy some fine entertainment while 
supporting our Haitian friends. 

• It was noted that many of MPC’s ministry teams and 
their committees, including the flower guild, small 
groups ministry and the evangelism initiatives com-
mittee, are still seeking volunteers.  If you would 
like to connect more deeply with MPC, please share 

your interest by completing a “Time & Talents” form 
and submitting it to the church office.  Forms are 
available in the Narthex. 

• Session members Sue Ballay and Brad Odom 
served as MPC’s commissioners for the Feb. 19 pres-
bytery meeting.  They reported that the Presbytery 
of Greater Atlanta voted to approve changes to the 
Book of Order that modify church government so it 
is more guidelines than rules.  The presbytery also 
approved the addition of the Belhar Confession to the 
Book of Confessions.  And it voted to approve 
changes to a section of the Book of Order regarding 
ordination standards for elders, deacons and minis-
ters to allow governing bodies to assess individuals 
on their ability to fulfill the requirements set in our 
constitution.  Specific references to marriage and 
chastity would be dropped.  The PC(USA) General 
Assembly will tally the votes from all the nation’s 
presbyteries to determine next steps in each of these 
matters. 

• Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis was accepted into the 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta at the presbytery’s 
Feb. 19 meeting.  His installation at Morningside is 
set for Mar. 27. 

       

   Ruthlyn Newell   

   Clerk of Session 

 

March 
Birthdays 
1 Cade Lawson 
2 Melinda Sandkam 
3 Hap Howell 
3 Lacey Berreth 
3 Linda Jenkins 

 
4 Bart Smith 
5 Ann Watson 
6 Nicole Bellmann 
6 Sarah Brownlee 
6 Betty Ray 
7 Bryce Gay 
7 Miriam McCrackin 
8 Joan Starks 
10 Sawyer Barnette 
10 Brian Bartis 
11 Austin Smith 
11 Emilie Paille 
12 Kelly Goldsmith 
12 Lindsey Howell 

 
12 Drew Kimball 
12 Ellen Cleveland 
13 Carolyn Corr 
14 Guerry Mashburn 
14 Jan Strickland 
14 Mary Leight 
14 Finn Bresnahan 
16 Mary Beth Christopher 
17 Nan Payne 
18 Ibby Bailey 
18 Gail Kitchens 
20 Aaron Bertrand 
20 JoAnn Bertrand 
22 Brenda Fishpaw 

 
22 Jamie Jones 
23 Steve Keaveney 
23 Hillery McNeill 
25 Todd McDonald 
26 Katy McCrackin 
27 Carolyn Wingfield 
28 Dale Gustafson 
29 Brian Mills 
29 Dylan Riley 
29 Julie Kennedy 
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Adults Will Explore Relationship of Christianity to Arts 
For a different kind of Lenten study, all adults are invited 
to join a series on Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. in 
Room 201 to learn more about “Christianity in the Arts.” 

On Mar. 6, our “Crisis in Creation” series will wrap up 
with with Rev. Bill Brown, Old Testament professor 
from Columbia Theological Seminary, who will present 
"Earth’s Story in the Old Testament.” 

Then from Mar. 13 through Apr. 17, MPC members and 
guest leaders will bring special insight to a specific branch 

of the arts as it relates to Christianity. Candler School of 
Theology Professor Katy Shrout will talk about Film and 
Faith.  With a major in art history, MPC member Sarah 
Tomaka brings her knowledge to the group on Christian-
ity as found in different art media – paintings, sculpture, 
murals, stained glass windows.  Theater, music, architec-
ture and more round out the topics that will enlighten us 
each Sunday.  Watch for final details on our website 
(www.morningsidepc.org) and in your weekly e-news 
and Life@Morningside inserts. 

‘Bible and Brunch’ Bunch Going to Mosque in March 

The next opportunity to visit and learn about sacred 
spaces in other faith communities will be Mar. 17 as we 
travel together to Al-Farooq Masjid.  

Al-Farooq Masjid, established in 1980, was at the time 
one of a few mosques in the Southeast. Since then, it has 
also served the community at large by promoting good-
will and understanding about Islam and represents a vi-
brant community from all walks of life. The word 

"masjid" means a place where one prostrates before Allah 
(God, One and Only). Sometimes the words masjid and 
mosque are used interchangeably, although masjid is 
more appropriate. 

Join us for a 9:40 a.m. departure and 10 a.m. visit to this 
fascinating religious establishment and then for a meal 
together. Childcare will be provided at MPC. RSVP to 
the church office. 


