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November 
Worship at Morningside 

 
November 4, 2012 
All Saints Sunday 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“The Covenant Life” 

Texts: Psalm 24; Revelation 21:1-6a 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated 

New Member Sunday 
 

November 11, 2012 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Next of Kin” 
Texts: Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated 

 

November 18, 2012 
Drew Stockstill preaching 
“Longing for Thanksgiving” 

Texts: Mark 13:1-8; 1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 

November 25, 2012 
Christ the King 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“Christ the King” 

Texts: Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated 
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Dear Friends,   
 

Have you ever thought about 
the witness of walking into 
church?   
 

I’m quite serious. 
 

When everywhere around us the movement of society is 
away from church membership and attendance, the act of 
walking into a sanctuary on Sunday morning to give voice 
to our gratitude to God and to pray for one another and 
the world and to sing hymns of praise and even lament is 
a decidedly other, different activity.   
 

Some might even call it subversive, though I wonder if 
for us it might be putting too fine a point on it as we’re 
pretty privileged.   
 

This has been on my mind lately because, frankly, I got 
irritated when I saw that once again the marathon was 
being run on a Sunday morning—right through our 
neighborhood. I began to think how irritated local busi-
nesses would be if they learned two weeks ahead of prime 
time that a marathon would cut their base in half.  
  
And yet, running a marathon through the neighborhood 
of a church and not giving direct notice seems acceptable. 
   

Yes, I was irritated.  But it made me think of something. 
 

The world has changed.  The years when the church as-
sumed hegemony because of our status have passed.   
And that is not altogether a bad thing.  When church 
membership is no longer an assumed part of social status 
in a community, it means that those of us who are here 
on any given Sunday really mean it.  And it means that 
when you walk into church, you’re making a witness in 
the world. 
   

When you decide that what you gained from the experi-
ence of growing up in the church is so much a part of who 
you are that you can’t imagine depriving your children of 
the same advantage of religious instruction (so they don’t 
pick it up on the street) you are making a witness. 

And when you decide that the benefits of raising your 
children in faith are so important in their formation that 
you can’t imagine not supporting the church so that youth 
ministry can help adolescents through the tough years of 
transitioning from childhood to adulthood, you are decid-
edly making a witness.  
  
Finding a way around the marathon to be in worship is 
perhaps one of the most important things a Christian can 
do.   
 

When I was a kid I asked my minister why Christians 
needed to get together to worship.  He said, “Think of a 
coal from a fire.  Taken by itself, it may burn for a while, 
but it will burn cooler and it will likely go out quicker.  
But within the fire, the coal burns brighter and stays hot 
longer than it can by itself.” 
 

How true that is.  
 

I know that in a big city with so many competing claims 
on our time the witness of walking into church can seem 
an easy way to gain a few minutes or catch your breath. 
But also think of that moment of worship when you can 
concentrate on doing just one thing: glorifying God and 
enjoying God forever and ask yourself, “Would I really 
rather be somewhere else?” 
 

Thanks for reading,  
 
 
Baron    
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Put Your Name Down for Food, Fun in Fellowship Hall 
An amazing thing has happened since we’ve been pushing 
to get RSVPs for our quarterly congregational lunches:  
we’re doing much better on having the right amount of 
food.  So reserve your place NOW to attend the final con-
gregational lunch of 2012 via email or filling out the reser-
vation form in the bulletin.  Great food and conversation 
will be in order for Sunday, Nov. 11 following worship. 
The menu will be: fried and baked chicken, creamy garlic 
mashed potatoes, Vermont white cheddar macaroni and 
cheese, fresh trimmed green beans, homemade cornbread 

muffins and banana pudding with homemade whipped top-
ping.  

Just because we ask for reservations it doesn’t mean 
there’s not a “gracious plenty” of food to share, so don’t be 
shy—ask that new member or visitor sitting in the pew 
next to you to come on down, even if they haven’t 
RSVP’d.  Suggested donation is $10 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren. If you can help set up, serve or clean up, please con-
tact Bonnie Daneker today bb_daneker@yahoo.com.  

 

Morningside Milestones 
• Thank you to the members of our Officer Nominating Committee for such a great new class of deacons and elders for 

the next three years.  Kudos to committee chair Jill Davis, vice-chair Shannon Harris, and Will Barnette, Van Jensen 
and Becky Medearis for their faithful service. And of course, congratulations to our newly elected leaders! 

• Also congratulations to the Terry family on the baptism of their daughters Eva and Carolyn on Sept. 23 in our 
       Sanctuary. 

• Wedding bells rang in St. Paul, MN, in October for member John Wingert and his bride Adena Brumer. We wish 
them many years of wedded happiness. 

• Our annual collection for our denomination’s Peacemaking Offering raised $1,493 on World Communion Sunday, 
Oct. 7, and as we went to press, a look at the results for MPC’s team showed $1,325 raised to support the AIDS 
Walk. 

• What’s up with Athalie White and her “50 Shades of Hay” for the Atlanta Botanical Garden’s annual scarecrow display?  

• We rejoice with Gene and John Turner and Nell Roberts as their daughter and granddaughter Betsy Turner was or-
dained at St. Luke's Presbyterian Church in Dunwoody and will serve the Presbyterian Church in Tallapoosa.   

• Also rejoice with our recent seminary graduate Bart Smith who’s been chosen to serve a church as stated supply for at 
least 12 months.  We’re waiting to hear his ordination plans. 

• We extend sympathy to those mourning recent deaths in our extended church family:  to Katie Davis and Phyllis 
Grimes on the death of Katie’s father; to Ted and Jan McMahan on the death of Ted’s brother, and also note the pass-
ing of Richard “Dick” Pettys, long-time dean of Georgia political reportage, native-born Morningsider and Scout leader 
of our church’s Troop 455 to which several of our members and members’ sons belonged throughout the 1980’s, as 
well as death of Dr. Tingsen Xu, Emory biochemist and mentor and friend of Bob Wells and other tai chi practitioners. 

Church Family Invited to Create Family Tree for Holidays 

That’s right-- Advent and Christmas are just around the 
corner! This year we’re planning something different here 
at Morningside.  We’ll make a Family Room of Fellowship 
Hall with a large, live tree to hold special ornaments that 
you bring.  We’re inviting each member of our community 
of faith to contribute one, non-breakable ornament—
purchased or hand-made—to decorate the tree.   
 

We’ll have collection baskets in the Welcome Center, 
Narthex and Fellowship Hall on Sundays, Dec. 2 and 9. 
We’ll install and decorate the tree on Wednesday after-
noon, Dec. 12 and thereafter it will offer its glow and 
warmth to all the activities we share together in Fellowship 
Hall during the rest of Advent.  It's not too early to be 
finding or making the perfect ornament to represent you 
on our family Christmas tree. 
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Hot on the heels of Election Day (Nov. 6—don’t forget to 
vote!), our Environmental Action and Social Justice Com-
mittee in partnership with the Presbytery of Greater At-
lanta and other area churches will offer an educational 
event in advance of the Georgia legislature’s 2013 session.   
 

Topics on the agenda at the 2013 Issues Forum at Trinity 
Presbyterian (3003 Howell Mill Rd.) include the Afford-
able Care Act and Medicaid, legislative ethics reform and 
criminal justice reform.  Key legislators also will speak. 

The morning begins with a 7:30 breakfast and will end at 
10 a.m. RSVPs are appreciated (but not required) to Rev. 
Kate Taber (ktaber@cpcatlanta.org) or Rev. David Le-
wicki (david@ndpc.org). 
 

For more information about the event or our committee, 
please contact MPC Co-Chairs Amy Jensen 
(ajensen731@gmail.com (or Shelley Senterfitt 
(ssenterfitt@skfamilylaw.com).  

Advocates to Discuss What’s Ahead for Our State, Country 

Support the Hungry During Holidays with MPC’s Annual Food Drive 
Big blue barrels with the Atlanta Community Food Bank 
logo are coming back to our church Monday, Nov. 12, for 
us to fill with canned goods to help the hungry in our com-
munity have something to celebrate for the holidays.  Help 
us fill the five barrels found throughout the church starting 
on Monday, Nov. 12.   
 

Our five barrels will be on site until Friday, Dec. 14.  
Wish-list items are canned vegetables, low sugar whole-
grain cereals, canned meats, canned soups, stews and pas-
tas, 100 percent fruit juice, peanut butter and more (the 

barrels and our website have complete lists).  ACFB cannot 
take donations of baby food, homemade items or dog 
food.  MPC partners with the preschool for this collection 
and even kicks it all off at the Nov. 12 Thanksgiving Gath-
ering when children are invited to bring in canned food.   
 

Atlanta Community Food Bank serves many food pantries, 
shelters and other programs that support those in need 
throughout the metro Atlanta area.  Join the fight to stamp 
out hunger! 

At MPP’s Book Fair, You Can Help Your Kids’ Reading Skills—And Others! 

Our preschool’s annual November book fair has many as-
pects.  First, you can give your children access to good 
books. Reading in the home has been shown to be an ex-
cellent predictor of educational success.   

This fair offers a wonderful selection of fun, engaging, and 
affordable books kids want to read. Kids who get to choose 
their own books are more motivated readers. And like 
most acquired skills, reading becomes easier the more kids 
do it.  

But there’s more!  You can knock out some of that Christ-
mas shopping for youngsters on your list—or buy books to 

donate to our church library’s Betty Ray Collection or to 
donate to the kids facing homelessness at the Our House 
Preschool. 

The book fair takes place in our Parlor (Room 107) on 
Monday, Nov. 5, from 11 a.m. to 1:15 p.m., and 
Wednesday, Nov. 7 through Friday, Nov. 9 from 
8:45 a.m. to 1: 15 p.m. If you can't make the Book Fair or 
prefer to shop online, visit http://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mpp. 

 

Book Work Benefits Morningside Church, Too 
As we continue to make our resources more accessible, you will note that the books for adult readers have been re-
located to the Session Room.  New signage is in the works and anyone is welcome to borrow a book from the 
church collection.  We are also working towards a collection of books read by the RHO Readers group here at 
MPC.  In the resource room, we continue to make our children's books (both church and preschool) more easily 
available and will highlight a new look during MPP’s Book Fair.  In the new year, we will form a library committee 
to continue work to make our libraries more user-friendly.  Contact Jennye Guy (jennyeguy@earthlink.net) if you 
would like to be a part of this team starting in January. 
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 November 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

 
 

 

  1 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Public Safety 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
5 p.m. Scholl Wedding 
Rehearsal 
 

3 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
3 p.m. Scholl Wedding 

4 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
New Member Class 
10:40 a.m. Call Session 
Meeting  
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion/New Mem-
bers 
12 noon Fellowship 
2 p.m. Venture Crew; 
Harmony 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
MPP Book Fair 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
 

 

6 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. MLPA Zon-
ing 

7 
8:45 a.m. - 1:15 
p.m. MPP Book Fair 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. Wonderful 
Wednesdays 
 

8 
7:30 a.m. Public 
Policy Advocacy 
Breakfast, Trinity 
Presbyterian 
8:45 a.m. - 1:15 
p.m. MPP Book Fair 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Security 

9 
8:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. 
MPP Book Fair 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. Couples Group  

 
 
 

10 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Big Fun 

 

 

 

11 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School  
11 a.m. Worship with 
Baptism 
12 noon Congregational 
Lunch 
1 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
2 p.m. Venture Crew; 
Harmony 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
5:30 p.m. Thanksgiving 
Gathering 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

13  
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers; Preschool 
Committee 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
6:30 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 
 

15 
8:30 a.m. MPP 
Parent Tour 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
8 p.m. MPC Outing to 
Atlanta Opera’s 
“Carmen” 

 
 

17 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

18 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:45 p.m. RHO Readers 
2 p.m. Venture Crew; 
Harmony 
5 p.m. Youth Group 

 
 
 

19 
MPP 
Thanksgiving 
Break 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

20 
MPP 
Thanksgiving 
Break 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. LGBT & 
Friends 

21 
MPP 
Thanksgiving 
Break 
7 p.m. Wonderful 
Wednesdays 
 

22 
MPP 
Thanksgiving 
Break 
Church Office 
Closed 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
 

23 
MPP 
Thanksgiving 
Break 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 

24 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
6 p.m. Clifton Sanctuary Minis-
tries 

25 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
2 p.m. Venture Crew; 
Harmony 
 

26 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety; Parliamentarians 
 

27 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon One Gray 
Hair Luncheon 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
6:30 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 

 

Atlanta Food 
Bank Collection 

Response Sunday 

 

MPP Closed in 

observance of 

Election Day 

Atlanta Food 
Bank Collection 

Atlanta Food 
Bank Collection 

New Orleans 
Mission Trip 

New Orleans Mission Trip 

 

RSVP Deadline 
for Cong. Lunch, 

Pageant & 
Thanksgiving 
Gathering 
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Women’s Roundtable Enables Fellowship, Friendly Discussion   

                                  
                                  Spotlight on Groups 

Women’s Roundtable is for all women in the Morningside 
community who enjoy connecting over fellowship, food 
and the sharing of ideas and inspired conversation. The 
group was started in 2006 and has grown into a monthly 
forum for social interaction, inspiration and enlightening 
programming.       
 

Women’s Roundtable attendees enjoy dinner at a mem-
ber’s home and an informative program presented by a 
Morningside member or guest speaker. Topics reflect 
concerns that affect attendees lives, either personally or as 
part of the world around them.  
 

On Nov. 26, Amir Farokhi, Executive Director of Geor-
gia Forward, will lead the discussion. Georgia Forward, a 
non-partisan public policy initiative, engages leaders to 
address Georgia’s biggest challenges. Mr. Farokhi was 
born and raised in Atlanta and was the first Iranian-
American candidate for City Council in Atlanta. 
 

“I attend Women's Roundtable for the fellowship and 
fun,” comments Tish Woolley. “I am comfortable being 
myself there and we always do something interesting 
whether it is learning more about each other or listening 
to some sort of unique speaker. I enjoy bonding with 
women of all ages, backgrounds and cultures and I hon-
estly feel like I learn and grow each time I spend time 
with all of the special ladies there.”    
 

In January, award-winning advocate journalist/film maker 
Erin Levin will be the guest speaker. Ms. Levin is cur-
rently creating a film about the African Children’s Choir. 
Her production and outreach experience ranges from 
CNN and ABC to the Peace Corps and non-profits around 
the world.   
 

Sarah Brownlee says, “Roundtable is important for me 
because I get a chance to talk with other women about 
what is happening in their lives and learn from interesting 
speakers about ideas that broaden my world. Plus, it's just 
fun!” 
 

Women’s Roundtable was started by Betsy Holland, 
Brooke Williams and Tara Parrish. Today, the group’s 
shepherds are Anne Barnette, Sarah Brownlee, Ginny Fer-
gus, Kim Perez, and Leslie Prince. Betsy Holland is in-

strumental in program development.  Many Morningside 
members have been active in shaping previous programs. 
A couple of examples include historical context on the 
Atlanta community and Morningside Presbyterian by Bar-
bara Ray, Sarah Brownlee and Hillery McNeil and visual 
arts immersions by Ginny Fergus.    
  
Ruthlyn Newell, a regular Women’s Roundtable atten-
dee, comments, “I attend Women’s Roundtable because I 
can enjoy conversations with a wider variety of Morning-
side women than I can during Fellowship Hour. I find that 
participating in a small group like this really helps me get 
to know people better.” 
 

Beyond engaging programming, Women’s Roundtable 
also provides an ongoing opportunity to pause and reflect 
on prayer concerns and other relevant needs within the 
fellowship.    
 

"I began attending Women's Roundtable as I was transi-
tioning between stay-at-home mom, and empty nester,” 
says Hillery McNeill. “These monthly meetings have of-
fered me the opportunity to gather with strong, intelli-
gent and inspiring women; to laugh, discuss issues, and to 
share stories of life experiences. The fellowship that I have 
found with this cross generational group of women has 
been a gift. As I continue on my own life's journey, I 
know I will gain strength, comfort and inspiration from all 
of them.” 
 

Women’s Roundtable meets at 6:30 p.m. on the fourth 
Monday of the month (Jan-Apr and Aug-Nov). On 
Nov. 26, the group will meet at the home of Lynn Young, 
277 The Prado NE, 30309. Contact Anne Barnette 
(sawyerbarnette@earthlink.net) or Kim Perez 
(kim@tpflaw.com) for more information or to RSVP. 
 

Contributing writer, Jeff Peters   
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Elder on Call 
Jill Davis  November 4-10 

Jennye Guy  November 11-17 

Doug Self  November 18-24 

Jay Myers  November 25—December 1 

 

 

Deacon on Call 
Jill Klotz  November 4-10 

Bill Smith  November 11-17 

Bill Smith  November 18-24 

Brenda Fishpaw November 25—December 1 

                                  
                                                     Connections 

Final Cast Call This Week for Christmas Pageant 
If you have a four-year-old through fifth grader who wants to be in our annual Christmas Pageant, your last chance to 
sign up is Sunday, Nov. 4.  Roles will be assigned Monday, Nov. 5! Fill out the form posted on church website 
(www.morningsidepc.org), scan and return it to Melinda Sandkam msandkam @morningsidepc.org).  
 

The kids attending Big Fun on Saturday, Nov. 10, will be painting some new props, and practice starts on Sunday, Nov. 
18, at 9:45 a.m.  Contact Melinda today if you can help with costumes, props or during final rehearsal and performance 
on Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 15 and 16.  
  

And plan to come to an evening filled with the Christmas spirit Sunday, Dec. 16, beginning with the pageant at 5 p.m., 
chili and soup dinner to follow and a Carol Sing led by Walter Huff to send us out with hearts filled with the love, hope, 
joy and peace of Christmas. 

Theology on Tap Switches Dates for Election, Other Groups Move On 

To give everyone an opportunity to vote on Tuesday, 
Nov. 6, our welcome-all men’s group Theology on Tap 
has switched their Tuesday meeting to Nov. 13. The 
gathering starts with dinner at 7 p.m., followed by a dis-
cussion of “What are the ethics of aging?”  Philip Hawkins 
will be host at the home of his neighbor, Robert Hicks 
(2332 Bry-Mar Dr., 30345).  RSVP to the church office 
(office@morningsidepc.org). 
 

But our Couples Group will welcome all pairs on their 
usual meeting date, the second Friday evening—Nov. 9, 
at 7 p.m. at Northwood Country Club.  Find out more 
and RSVP via the Bremers (kdbremer@bellsouth.net). 
 

RHO Readers, our co-ed book discussion group, extends 
its “Buy the Book” sale to benefit literacy among refugee 

children through Sunday, Nov., 4.  Many great titles re-
main on the tables in Fellowship Hall.  The group will 
hold its final meeting for the year Nov. 18 in the Session 
Room on Sunday, Nov. 18, beginning at 12:45 p.m.  An-
gela Davis-Gardner’s book, Butterfly’s Child, imagines the 
life in America of the son of Mme. Butterfly and 
Lt. Pinkerton.  They’ll start the New Year with a special 
treat, author George Weinstein discussing his new Pulit-
zer Prize-nominated novel Hardscrabble Road on Jan. 20. 
 

Read the article on Page 6 to learn more about the 
Women’s Roundtable and their upcoming events. 

Visit Spain with Atlanta Opera’s ‘Carmen’ 
Limited tickets are still available for an evening in old 
Seville with Bizet’s heart-breaker heroine “Carmen” at 
the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Center, Friday, 
Nov. 16. Our youth member Taylor Morton is in this 
production as well as members of the MPC Choir, with 
Walter Huff preparing the opera chorus as usual. 
 

 
 

 

Group-priced tickets are $40.80.  To reserve or for more 
information, contact Sarah Brownlee (rsbrownlee1046 
@att.net) right away. 
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MPC Says ‘Save These Special Seasonal Dates Now’ 
In addition to the evening of pageantry, supper and singing 
on Dec. 16, you may want to make note now of our other 
opportunities to enjoy the spirit of the season.   
 

One popular tradition is our annual Free Holiday Babysit-
ting, 5-8 p.m. Monday, Dec. 3, for all children from three 
months through fifth grade.  Just think—an evening to 
shop, wrap or just relax!  Reserve spots for your kids in 
November (sign up at preschool end of building or with 
Jennifer James (jennjames@comcast.net).  
 

If you do not have a child this age, please help us make this 
special evening available to our church, preschool and 
community families.  We need you!  Sign up today for 
4:40-8:10 p.m. (or even if you must start a bit later). 
 

The following Monday, Dec. 10, do something for your-
self:  enjoy the 7:30 p.m. Atlanta Opera Christmas Con-

cert at All Saints Episcopal Church led by our own Walter 
Huff.  Eight selected soloists share a program of sacred and 
popular favorites, performing together and individu-
ally.  Tickets will sell out, so purchase early:  http://
allsaintsatlanta.org/music/concert-series/  If you would 
like to join a group from church in dining beforehand give 
the office your name, and we will email details. 
 
Morningside Presbyterian also will celebrate Christmas 
with our Chancel Choir’s offering of music on Sunday, 
Dec. 9, our family Christmas Eve service at 4 p.m. on 
Dec. 24 and the beautiful candle-lit service of Lessons and 
Carols following at 8 p.m. Our usher coordinators are 
looking for six children between the ages of six and 12 to 
hand out candles at the later service. Requested usher arri-
val at 7 p.m.; doors will open at 7:15. Anyone interested 
please contact Shari Tant (sdtant51@gmail.com). 

Help Keep Youth Group Tradition Growing at Morningside 
What did your church’s youth group mean to you?  To 
your grown children or grandchildren?  What do you hope 
it will be for your own babies, toddlers or elementary age 
kids?   
 

We now have an average of 14 teens attending each Sunday 
evening (along with our youth director and advisors), so 
we encourage volunteers to join with one or two others to 
provide their evening meal. Feeding this many youth on a 
Sunday evening is a reason to celebrate as our youth pro-

gram continues to grow.  But, we need your help with this 
weekly aspect of youth group.   
 

Consider this: We're not asking you to choose curriculum, 
stay up all night at the lock-in or travel with teenagers to 
camp, just to provide a meal (or portion of a meal) for 18-
20 hungry folks on a Sunday evening.  Contact Meals Co-
ordinator Tish Woolley (woolleyt@gmail.com) today to 
sign up for a few Sundays this school year.  They all thank 
you for your support. 

 

 

1 Gabe Couret 
1 Barbara Brooks 
3 Ginny Fergus 
3 Ann Benson 
4 Will James 
4 Tara Parrish 
6 Mac Frampton 

 
6 Samuel Wingert 
6 Lindy Menefee 
7 John Moore 
8 Kelly Myers 
9 Gary Womack 
10 Maria Ragland 
10 Mac Young 
11 Grace Howard 
12 Charlotte Sommerfeld 
12 Julie Loring 
12 Amelia Weltner 
15 Joseph Cochran 
 

 
15 Rhonda McIntosh 
17 Art Sweum 
19 Jessica Coons 
20 Anne Menefee 
20 Robert McIntosh 
20 Anna Palmer 
21 Nell Roberts 
22 Cash Hackney 
22 Clint Holmes 
23 Sherry Walls King 
24 Geneva Bourne 
24 Amy DeBaets 
24 Bradley Odom 

 
25 Kira Hullinger 
25 Link Marx 
26 Jack Perez 
27 Loretta Pinkston 
28 Allen Burke 
28 Tony Fishpaw 
28 Bret Adams 
28 Richard Brownlee 
28 Kathleen Pramik 
29 Kendra Echols 
29 William Hackney 
29 Leslie Prince 

 

  BIRTHDAYS 



 

 

 

RHINO Volunteers Seek Your Prayer Support 
Eight MPC members and friends (Shirley Adair, Ellen Behm, Roland Behm, Shawn Holaway, Brad Odom, Melinda 
Sandkam, Deborah Schoch and John Watson) will depart for New Orleans to work with RHINO (Rebuilding Hope 
in New Orleans) in building homes on Nov. 2 and 3.  The group will attend 8:30 a.m. worship at St. Charles Pres-
byterian before returning on Sunday, Nov. 4.  Please keep these mission workers in your prayers during their trip. 

 

James Klotz Writes of Life at Princeton Seminary 
As I write, I am barreling toward midterm exams. Time is passing so quickly—where did it all go? I’m taking four classes this 
term: Greek, Early & Medieval Church History, Systematic Theology, and Old Testament Survey.  I’ve been making new 
friends from around the nation and the world, and I think the world of every one of my professors. I’m singing in the Chapel 
Choir, and yes, I joined a handbell choir as soon as I could! The Princeton Ringers consists of students from both the Semi-
nary and University, alumni, and musicians from local churches. I’ve been visiting several area churches, mainly to find a 
good home away from home, but also to scout out places I might like to do one of my required internships. 
 

I’ll try to write something brief in this space every month as just one way of keeping in touch with all of you. As much of a 
history geek as I am, I could use it to recount the myriad events that touched this place, but I’ll try to restrain myself for the 
editor’s sake. I’ll also touch on things I’ve been learning and doing during my time here.  
 

Morningside is never far from my thoughts. One important way I have of reminding myself of this is on my living room wall: 
the amazing quilt, lovingly made by our own Lynn Daniel from the cloth used to make our beautiful advent banners and gen-
erously given to me by you, the Morningside congregation. I also have my framed page from a 1560s Geneva Bible hanging 
next to it. They’re the last two things I see on my way out the door to classes, and the first things I see coming back home. 
Call me sentimental, but in a real sense, for me they both signify my beloved home church and the word of the Lord who, the 
Psalmist reminds us, “will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore” (Ps 121.8). 
 

         Peace and blessings, 

         James 

                                  
                                                    Session News PAGE  9 

Your Session at Work:  October 15 Meeting 
• On behalf of our preschool and the Jungle Jam com-

mittee, Melinda Sandkam reported that although 
the numbers weren’t all in yet, MPP’s October 13 
Jungle Jam appeared to be the most successful of these 
events so far and that everyone was pleased with the 
move to fall. 

• Children and Youth Committee Chair Jill Davis 
noted that the next Big Fun Day would be Saturday, 
Nov. 10, with the elementary kids making corn muf-
fins and pumpkin ice cream for the Nov. 12 Thanks-
giving Gathering. 

• Mary Chapman, team leader for Congregational 
Nurture Ministries, said as of that date 36 adults and 
seven children had registered for the annual retreat.  
There was still room for last-minute sign-ups. 

• For Community Outreach, Tony Fishpaw reported 
Curt Barrett would be stepping down from his ex-
cellent work as shepherd for the Journey shelter. Con-
tact Tony or Curt to step up to this mission. 

• Co-chairs Tom Daniel and Peter Cobb described all 
the elements being put in place for Stewardship and 
Commitment. Two special elements will be a new 
MPC video created by Bob Wells and Jeff Peters 
(now showing on our website), and an entirely new 
look at how to volunteer your time and talents in ser-
vice to our church, community and world. Everyone 
should fill out and bring this form to turn in along with 
their pledge card on Commitment Sunday, Nov. 11. 
    

   Daisy Ottmann 
   for Clerk of Session 
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Thanksgiving is all about showing our gratitude to God and 
each other.  One group MPC likes to thank is our wonder-
ful community of MPP kids and their families and for the 
past several years we’ve been doing that with a free eve-
ning of food and fun we call the Thanksgiving Gathering. 
 

This year’s Thanksgiving Gathering will be Monday, 
Nov. 12, from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. Everyone from both our 
church and preschool families is invited to join us in Fel-
lowship Hall for dinner plus crafts, games, face painting 
and music by the Cherub Choir. 
 

MPC Gathers with Preschool Community in Thanksgiving  
The event also kicks off our canned-food drive for the At-
lanta Community Food Bank, so please bring non-
perishable items with you to the dinner. While we’re en-
joying kid-friendly fare, it’s good to think we’re helping 
other families facing homelessness and hunger. 
 

We’d like RSVPs by Nov. 8!  We also need members of 
our congregation to staff the event.  Volunteers can join us 
for the whole event or for one of three shifts: Shift 1: Set-
up (4-5:15 p.m.), Shift 2: Serving food, leading activities 
(5:15-6:30 p.m.), and Shift 3: Clean-up (6:15-7:30 p.m.-
highest need).  To RSVP or volunteer, contact Jennifer 
James (jennjames@comcast.net, 404 583.3207). 

 

****ELECTIONS RESULTS ARE HERE!***** 
No, not that election! MPC’s congregation voted Oct. 28 to install the following as our officers for the coming 
years:   Elders—Eleanor Attwood, Laura Fillyaw, Van Jensen, Hillery McNeill, Rob Payne, Michael Perez; Dea-
cons—Ann Bowers, Juarlyn Gaiter, Katherine Johnston, Anthony Owens, Faye McKay-Clegg (completing a vacant 
two-year term); next year’s Officer Nominating Committee—Ibby Bailey, Miranda Brownlee, Duncan Spears (plus 
Elders  Shannon Harris and Caroline Tanner).  Our congratulations and thanks to all! 


